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"LISOIS TRTONAL RO FSSEATE, I

2400 Wright Street, Room 208, Madison, Wi 83704-2572 Phone: (608) 242-3114

Fax: (608) 242-3106

28 August 1997

Dear Fellow Citizens,

1 am writing secking your support for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion and associated
airspace actions. '

As you know, the National Guard is busier today then at any time in its history. The Army and
Air National Guard are serving in almost every operation around the world today. Wisconsin's

own 115th Fighter Wing recently returned from Incirlik Airbase, Turkey. They will again serve
in that same region of the world later this year.

In order to continue to serve effectively and return home safely in the future. combat aircrews

need quality training opportunities. The proposals to expand the range and reassess the airspace
g0 a long way toward this goal.

As members and retirees of the greatest military in the world, you know better than anyone how

important quality training is when you are called to serve. Let’s support today’s aircrews with
those opportunities. it S—— -

Many of the people fighting these actions are arguing one of two things, put it in someone else’s
back yard or shut down all flying in Wisconsin. The citizen’s receiving the most attention are a

very vocal minority. Don’t let this small, very vocal group take away a tremendous opportunity
to improve training in Wisconsin.

How can you heip?

‘
Write your elected officials. at both the national and state level. Voice your support for these
actions. Voice your support for the Air National Guard. Write letters 1o your newspapers.
Attend the public meetings for the draft Environmenial Impact Statement. Show the citizens of
this state that people support these proposals and they should too.

1f you have questions how you can help, call Major Dave Olson, Wisconsin Air National Guard
at (608)242-3126. Major Olson will happy to help you.

g d

ROBERTC. ER
Colonel, FA, WI ARNG
President
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

QOFFICE OF THF SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Colonel Robert C. Klinger

President, Wisconsin National Guard
Association, Incorporated

2400 Wright Street

Room 208

Madison, Wisconsin 53704-2572

Dear Colonel! Klinger

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,
Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statemnent (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking the time to express your views on this issue.

Sincerely

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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Senator Herb Kohi 97 SEP'29 AlIID: 41 September 9, 1997
205 E. Wisconsin Ave.

Milwaukee, W1 53202
Dear Senator Kohl:
This letter is about two subjects.

The first is the ill-advised effort of the Air National Guard to expand their Hardwood
Bombing Range from Juneau County onto an additional 6,000 acres of Wood County.
The enclosed copy of a letter to Wisconsin's Attorney General Doyle is self-cxplanatory
here. Please implement any legitimate measures you think might help prevent this
unnecessary violation of our State’s County Forest Land. For example, if the Guard
attempts to have this Forest Land condemned through the federal government’s eminent
domain power over states, please try to thwart this attempt.

The second subject is Sen. Richard Bryan's “fierce fight in the Senate™ 10 prevent
continuation of taxpayer-funded new logging roads in national forests (see enclosed
article “Senate to tackle first major environmental vote”). As you no doubt know, by a

one vote margin, such a logging roads gift to the timber industry by the taxpayers has
already passed the House.

You must also be aware that the net effect of our federal government'’s largesse to the
timber industry (significantly below market payments for the timber rights, free roads and
other subsidies) results in a negative cash flow for our government and, thereby, a further
increase in our national debt. This debt increase is further augmented by the increase in
our balance of trade deficit occasioned by the below market overseas sale of a huge

amount of our country’s raw timber while we repurchase this same timber as a part of
finished products at market prices.

Even if our government made money on the deal, we all should stand opposed to any free
logging roads subsidy for the timber industry. As it was in ourfather & grandfather’s
time, the current industry is fully capable of paying for its own roads. It is long past time
that steps were taken to make sure that a positive cash flow accrues to our government
whenever public forest lands are harvested for profit by loggers anywhere.

Senator, thank you for considering this letter. 1 hope you are willing and able to do
something about the p, obl7ns noted.
/1

Sincerely C/ '

uw’c:t:?

rd
\ [
D. J. Freeman, MD
1925 Towline Rd.

Wausau, W1 54403



&% . .. T - September9,1997

Attomey General Doyle M
Dept. of Justice
Madison, W1 53701

Dear Attorney General Doyle:

I believe the move by the Air National Guard to expand its Hardwood Bombing Range
from Juneau County onto 6,000 acres of Wood County Forest Land is wrong for several
reasons. The more important ones are as follows:

| An area for the Guard to practice bombing is already existent (Juneau

County) The removal of a large additional area from public use for bombing escapes
logic. :

2. The quiddity of the Environmenial Impact Statement (E1S) ordered by and
prepared for the Guard is that bombing this additional 1and will cause “no significant
(adverse) impact”. What, are all the dropped bombs going to miss this huge 6,000 acre
jand mass? Give us a break' Plcase consider evaluation of this impact by having the
State order a second and an impartial F1S.

3 State Statute 28 11 protects County Forest Land for the henefit of present and
{uture yenerations. In 1986. then Attorney General Bronson l.aFotlette opinioned that
this Statute did not allow military use of such Land. 1f necessary to prevent the Guard's
needless and wasteful violation of this Statute and opinion, please also consider court and
any other actions you think might successfully do so.

On behalf of common sense, present and future generations enjoyment of and legitimate
profit from our County Forests, and the environment, thank; you for considering this

letter Please implement whatever possible measures are needed to prevent the Guard's

successful expansion of its Bombing Range into Wood County. And thank you also for
this implementation.

Sincerel _
~ L W

D. J. Freeman, MD

D.9. Freeman, MD
1825 TOWNLINE ROAD
WAUSAU, WI 34483
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Dr. D. J. Freeman
1925 Towline Road
Wausau, Wisconsin 54403

Dear Dr. Freeman

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we reply 1o your recent
letter regarding the proposed Hardwood Range, Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the
opportunity to respond to your concems relating to the proposal.

We have determined that the issues you raised concerning the need for the proposed
expansion and the potential environmental impacts associated with the proposal have been
addressed in a recently released draft environmental impact statement (EIS). The EIS analyzes
the potential direct and indirect effects the proposal may have on the human environment, to
include impacts on natural, cultural, social and economic resources, and when indicated, includes
measures to mitigate these impacts. Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the
administrative record for the EIS. The final EIS will provide the Secretary of the Air Force
information needed to decide if the proposal to expand Hardwood Range will be implemented.

You have been placed on a mailing list so that you can receive additional materials and
information pertaining to the proposal.

We appreciate your interest in this matter and trust the information provided is useful.

\I
S EgHEN D.BULL, II¥

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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1 am writing to express my strong support for the Air National Guard and the proposed
Hardwood Range expansion and associated airspace actions. =

SLu

The Air National Guard currently makes up over one third of the Air Force andi_élis
number is expected to increase. 1 want the men and women serving this countryjo have
training opportunities that allow them to perform their military missions and ret@m home
safely to their families, homes and jobs. To do this, they need our support and training
opportunities that prepare them to perform at their best.

1 am a tax payer. I want our government to operate as cost effectively as possible. | also
believe we need a strong military for occasions when our interests are challenged. The
Air National Guard does both. They perform over 35% of the missions with 18% of the
people and only 6% of the Air Force budget. They are training more intensely then ever
with the most technically advanced equipment available. They are citizens who work and
live in our communities as full time employees, and are members of the armed forces in
their spare time. Increasing reliance on the Guard for overseas operations makes local
training even more important as it helps reduce the need to take traditional members out
of the work force for training periods to other instailations. Their commitment is
enormous and deserves our support.

Units that train in Volk Ficld managed airspace are flying in some of the most sensitive
areas of the world today. In the past year alone, the 185 Fighter Wing, Sioux City, lowa
and the 132 Fighter Wing, Des Moines, lowa spent month Jong rotations in the skies
over northern Iraq. This calendar year, Wisconsin’s own 115™ Fighter Wing will serve
two rotations enforcing United Nations sanctions in the skies over Iraq. Aircrews train to

perform these real world missions at Hardwood Range and in Volk Field managed
airspace.

I urge you to support the expansion of Hardwood Range. The men and women who serve
this country with so much pride and dedication have earned and deserve that support.

Thank You,

(ndead . LD ot



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECHETAHY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP 7
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Andrew J. Wanta
7763 Klondike Drive
Marshfield, Wisconsin 54449-8536

Dear Mr, Wanta

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,
Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking the time to express your views on this issue.

Sincerely

D.BULL, I

Colohel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison

1-7



10 September 1997

TTSEP 12 2y gy,

David A. Beck
S 5193 O'Neil Road

Baraboo, WI 53913
Senator Herbert Kohi

14 West Mifflin Street, Suite 312
Madison, WI 53703

Dear Senator Kohl,

I would like to go on record as being in support of the Air National Guard's
proposal to expand the Hardwood Air-to-Ground Range. Asa member of Congress, you
know that more and more is being asked of our Guard and Reserve forces. Members of
the Guard and Reserve willingly serve their country while others reap the benefits of
living in a free society. '

As you can see from the attached newspaper article, the U.S. Air Force is being asked
to do much more with a third fewer personnel. Only a well trained reserve force can offer
relief from a long list of regional contingencies world wide.

As those who are opposed to the range expansion or any other proposal continue
10 exercise their freedoms, please remember that those who serve their country need to be
able to train in an environment which offers value and hope for success in the battlefield.

Thank you for allowing me to express my thoughts.

Sincerely,

Q7S

David A. Beck
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Air Force pilots bail out to be civilians

Wisconspp State Jourmal, Tuesday, September 2, 1997

By Michael D. Towle
Knight-Ridder Newapapess
TANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE, Va. — At age
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Americans shout. An Air Force
nghlerpilot.hamndshisdmpmhln;hhl?-
:5 Eagle to the edge of its supersonic capabil-
. .
But while Gentile enjoys the excitement of
speeding through the skies faster than sound,

in military aviation.

“The Air Force is more of an expeditionary

ir force now,” said Maj. Joe Roeder, who mop-
retention for the Air Farce. “We are
constantly deploying We were not ks that
Cold War. We bave 34 percent fewer
peophandﬂpuuntlmfmndbﬂu.but

25
sit

: we are deployed overseas four timos a8

as we were before the Cold War started.”
In recent years, Air Force pilots have ye-
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— that the problems encountered by pilots can be

resolved only at the White House.
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expeditionary : : " probiem,” sa. - n, R-Texas, &
.* force ,m‘--'.-“ *former Alr Force fighter pilot who spent seven

constantly deploying. We were:not ke ‘years in 8 Vietoam prisoner of war camp. “But
that mm Cold W_a‘ ¥ think the No. 1 problem is the president. He
: ) - - has sent our troops all over the world and is

also been a critical factor. The alrlines view
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percent fewer people W " ovencommitting our forces.” Pentagon officlals
+

say competition from the major sirlines has
four g a8 thack . quality pilots with

under their belts. .
experts dict that with a coming
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v ! irement of Vietnam-ers pilots now fiying for
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vl il
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trimmed from 607,000 active t to, By tbe time be had been out 10 . he
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. David A. Beck
S 5193 O'Neil Road
Baraboo, Wisconsin 53913

Dear Mr. Beck

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,

Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking the time to express your views on this issue.

Since

STEPHEN D. BULL, Il

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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11-Sep-97
Dear Scnator Kohi:

97 nrr .

1 am writing this letter to support the proposed Hardwood Lr% (5058 Range cxpansion. 1believe that
training is essential to the protection of this country and it’s interests. History has a funny way of
repeating itself and I feel it would be a grave error to allow the proper training of our troops to be either
lowered or not updated to modern defense techniques as has happened in our country’s past.

 realize that many of the opponents to the expansion are only opposed (o it be cause they feel it’s in their
“pack yard”. Well, 1live in Juneau County just 7 miles east of Volk Field. Idon’t find the jetstobea
problem, in fact, I find people driving down my road o be a bigger distraction. Others opposed to the
expansion seem to me, from newspaper asticles I've read, are simply anti-military. And although I
respect their opinion, I often wonder if they understand it’s our country’s defense which allows them to be
anti-anything thcy want and voice their opinion when they want. What I don’t respect, as a vet is some of
the al! cut lies that they release or how they hend the truth {0 suit their purposes.

1 urge you when studying this issue, to consider that the opponents to the

expansion may be the Toudest
but I'd bet their not the majority.

Thank you for four time.

Ol () fowt

Daniel D. Gonnering




DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

QFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Daniel D. Gohnering
N7639 11™ Avenue
New Lisbon, Wisconsin 53950-9470

Dear Mr. Gonnering

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond fo your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,
Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking the time to express your views on this issue.

_Sincerely

STEPHEN D. BULL, HI

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legisiation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison



SEP 12 1997

Dear ;Mg :

| am writing to express my strong SURPoLl éoaiglc ﬁir Nagipnal Guard and the proposed
Hardwood Range expansion and asgg.;;sg pa Ltthﬂs

The Air National Guard currently makes up over one third of the Air Force and this
number is expected to increase. 1want the men and women serving this country to have
wraining opportunities that atlow them to perform their military missions and return home
safely to their families, homes and jobs. To do this, they need our support and training
opportunities that prepare them to perform at their best.

1 am a tax payer. | want owr govemment {0 operate as cost effectively as possible. 1also
believe we need a strong military for occasions when our interests are challenged. The
Ajr National Guard dees both. They perform over 35% of the missions with 18% of the
people and only 6% of the Air Force budget. They are training more intensely then ever
with the most technically advanced equipment available. They are citizens who work and
iive in our communities as full time employees, and are members of the armed forces in
their spare time. Increasing reliance on the Guard for overseas operations makes local
training ¢ven more important as it helps reduce the need to take wraditional members out
of the work force for training periods 10 other installations. Their commitment is
enormous and deserves our support.

Units that train in Volk Field managed airspace are flying in some of the most sensitive
areas of the world today. In the past year alone. the 185 Fighter Wing, Sioux City, lowa
and the 132™ Fighter Wing, Des Moines, lowa spent month long rotations in the skies
over northern Iraq. This calendar year, Wisconsin's own 115® Fighter Wing will serve
rwo rotations enforcing United Nations sanctions in the skies over lraq. Aircrews train to
perform these real world missions at Hardwood Range and in Volk Field managed
airspace.

1 urge you to support the expansion of Hardwood Range. The men and women who serve

this country with so much pride and dedication have earned and deserve that support.

/gzw,ci» \Q&Aa»—-

Thank You,

1-13



Nation Sunday, September 7, 1687 7.

enate to tackle first major onvironmental vote

. door effort to halt logging in the ronds. About 300 miles of roads are can Forest & Paper Association said getintntlnfautlnnd out fire
er: funded expected 1o be built under the program it’s unfair to call the program a sub- Eqvironmentalists np;ttlu tm

3Xpay m;\nybod ho boldly walka up and 'ﬁsdl%whichbegim&t.l gidy when the ds benefit the pub-  ind
; H “ y W y up in . . y roads benehit u industry is ex# ing the pu!
gglng roads are wants to ban the (road-building pro- While Brysn is trying to end the lic. An estimated 97 percent of the bemﬁl.?)ﬁ;he e P
r et of b|“ gram) is basically suggesting that program, oen. Slade Gorton, R- 380,000 miles of timber roads in the Seventy percent of timber ro.
t g _ there be no more Jogging or that the Wash, is seeking its expansion. He national forusts now are used pri- are either closed to the public ent
» Erin Kelly federal government build no more raising the cap on the $50 marily for recreation and other non- ly or apen only to high-clears
nnelt News Service roads in forested fands,” said Sen. illion road credit program, meaning  10ggINg purposes, said media direc- vehicles such as 10-wheel truc
WASHINGTON — In its first Lacry Craig, R-1daho. “If you are that the Forest Service could swap tor Frank Stewart. aaid Michael Francis of The Wil
\jor onvironmental vote of 1997, going to have 8 loggi::: program, an eved greater number of trees for  “Theyare especially important this nesa Society. '
o Senate will decide next week then you are going 10 ... roads.” more miles of roads. ‘ tlmeo_fy!ﬂl’—-lnﬁleseason,'Sww- “Ihe average family in their De
mwﬂmﬂdmm Almkemtwofedelﬂpmgnml An effort to end the road credit art eaid, “They allow firefighters to Cuamiswtoﬂnrk,'lnni&
.yrummd.inmuanlfum wrthmﬂysmomillionml pmgnmailedint}\eﬂouseinJuly -
\isy — - companies can log trees. The Senate's pro 1998 bud- when Rep. Norm Dicks, D-Wash., . -
Ta:rs yer groups have denounced ﬁ. for the Interior ment calls offered a compromise that cut fiznd- .
ep ™ ram welfare for ﬂ?.imﬂlionforﬂuoonmm w—wS%mﬂlion. l

roads in national forests. : 45’ sccesshis) amendment also cut !

as

& Kimber industry, and envirof- of logging _ 5’ 008

entalists charge that the roads Bryan plans to offer an amend- $56 million in federal funds for road-
sstroy elk habitat and clog 1akes ment to cut $16 million in construc- building — 8 much smaller amount
i 3 mdmnsfcranodmslo umnﬂ\emmilliqndmuiﬁmdme

14 streams with runofl. . !

MWW milhmtoamnmnmf\mdtobe pmgrunmaeehmto
¢, say the roads ultimately benefit the used for the upkeep of removal of  “The fact that timber industry .
ublic by providing access to the forests  existing roads. supporters were willing to cut the
w&mwwmﬁﬂr Healsowillseektn.hoﬁlhasw fu ingntallshowsthatthinpro-
i users after the loggi is done. million “purchaser road credit pro-  gram may be vulnerable if we keep
'whid\allcwltlnFaeuthnrim after it,” said Jim Campi, mediu

Sen. Richard Bryan, D-Nev., Bl f id
:~ the Senate as o Eive trees to timber companies il director of Citizens Against Govern-

xpectuﬁuceﬁghtm
ment Wasle.
\-ndo&‘m.mmpttomﬂnmmﬁ- mpuiumhﬁldu\drmm But a spokeaman for the Ameri-

ronds for cloudin Lake Tahoe, &

popular tourist attraction in his

hms“\:t state.
“We're not Envenﬁns companies

from logging,” Brysn said. “We're

just saying that taxpayers

Lo to nav for the roads.”



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 203301000

QOFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Ms. Patricia Skokan
Post Office Box 93
Westficld, Wisconsin 53964

Dear Ms. Skokan

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,
Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking the time to express your views on this issue.

Sincerely

STEPHEN D. BULL, IlI

Colbnel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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US Senator Herbert R Kohl
330 Hart Senate Office Building SEP 12 1897
Dear Washington, DC 20510-4903

I am writing to express my strong support for the Air National Guard and the proposed

Hardwood Range expansion and associated airspace actions. a2
in

The Air National Guard currently makes up over one third of the Air Force and fhis

number is expected to increase, | want the men and wornen serving this country3o have

training opportunities that allow them to perform their military missions and retgm home

safely to their families, homes and jobs. To do this, they need our support and B?m ng

opportunities that prepare them to perform at their best. a8

[ am a tax payer. I want our government to operate as cost effectively as possible. I also
believe we need a strong military for occasions when our interests are challenged. The
Air National Guard does both. They perform over 35% of the missions with 18% of the
people and only 6% of the Air Force budget. They are training more intensely then ever
with the most technically advanced equipment available. They are citizens who work and
live in our communities as full ime employees, and are members of the armed forces in
their spare time. Increasing reliance on the Guard for overseas operations makes local
training even more important as it helps reduce the need to take traditional members out
of the work force for training periods to other installations. Their commitment is
enormous and deserves our support.

Units that train in Volk Field managed airspace are flying in some of the most sensitive
areas of the world today. In the past year alone, the 185 Fighter Wing, Sioux'City, lowa
and the 132™ Fighter Wing, Des Moines, lowa spent month long rotations in the skies
over northern Iraq. This calendar year, Wisconsin's own 115" Fighter Wing will serve
two rotations enforcing United Nations sanctions in the skies over Irag. Aircrews train to
perform these real world missions at Hardwood Range and in Volk Field managed
airspace. :

I urge you to support the expansion of Hardwood Range. The men and women who serve
this country with so much pride and dedication have earned and deserve that support.

Thank You, : ’
AL S JR2A

Robert L. Becke:
425 E. Fitzsimmons r
Oak C fGEK.WI &% .
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

QFFICE OF THE SFURETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Robert L. Becker
425 East Fitzsimmons Road
Qak Creck, Wisconsin 53154

Dear Mr. Becker

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air Nationa! Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,
Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concemns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking the time to express your views on this issue.

Sincerely

STRPHEN D. BULL, Il

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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September 13, 1997

U.S. Senator Herbert R. Kohl :
330 Hart Senate Office Building 97 Sep 19 f\““ 48
Washington, DC 20510-4903

I am writing to express my strong Support for the Air National Guard and
the proposed Hardwood Range expansion and assoclated airspace actlons,

The Alr National Guard currentlv makes up over one third of the Alr Force
and this oumber is expected to increase. I want the men and women serving
this country to have training opportunities that allow them to perform
their military missions and return home safely to their families, homes
and jobs. To do this, they need our support and training opportunities
that prepare them to perform at their best.

1 am a tax paver. I want our government to operate as cost effectively as
possible. I also believe we need a strong military for occasions when our
interests are challeanged. The Air National Guard does both. They perform
over 35% of the missions with 18% of the people and only 6% of the Air Force
budget. They are training more {intensely than ever with the most technic-
ally advanced equipment available, They are citizens who work and live

in our communities as full time employees, and are members of the armed
forces in their spare time. Increasing reliance on the Guard for overseas
operations makes local training even more important as it helps reduce

the need to take traditional members out of the work force for training
periods to other installations. Their commitment is enormous and deserves
our support.

Units that train in Volk Field managed airspace are flying in some of the
most sensitive areas of the world today. In the past year alone, the 185
Fighter Wing, Sioux City, lowa and the 132nd Fighter Wing, Des Moines,
Iowa spent month long rotations in the skies over northern Iraq. This
calendar year, Wisconsin's own 115th Fighter Wing will serve two rotations
enforcing United Nations sanctions in the skies over Iraq. Aircrews train
to perform these real world missions at Hardwood Range and in Volk Field
managed airspace. *

1 urge vou to support the expansion of Hardwood Range. The men and women
who serve this country with so much pride and dedicacion have earned and
deserve that support.

Thank you,

Botsct B. Facklte

Robert B. Zuehlke
P.0. Box 36
Balsam Lake, WI 54310-0036
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PEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECREYARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Robert B. Zuehlke
Post Office Box 36
Ralsam Lake, Wisconsin 54810-0036

Dear Mr. Zuehike

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,
Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking the time to express your views on this issue.

Sin

STEPHEN D. BULL, Il

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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| - < SEP 19 1997
pear (Y10 Kol :

I am writing to express my strong support for the Air Natgzgnafr@ulﬁ agy @; eg)posed
Hardwood Range expansion and assog'rngl airspace petiops

The Air Nationa! Guard currently makés up over one third of the Air Force and this
number is expected to increase. | want the men and women serving this country 10 have
training opportunities that allow them to perform their military missions and return home
safely to their families, homes and jobs. To do this, they need our support and training
opportunities that prepare them to perform at their best.

I am a tax paver. [ want our government to operate as cost effectively as possible. [ also
believe we need a strong military for occasions when our interests are challenged. The
Air National Guard does both. They perform over 35% of the missions with 18% of the
people and only 6% of the Air Force budget. They are training more intensely then ever
with the most technically advanced equipment available. They are citizens who work and
live in our communities as full time employees, and are members of the armed forces in
their spare time. Increasing reliance on the Guard for overseas operations makes Jocal
training even more important as it helps reduce the need to take traditional members out
of the work force for training periods to other installations. Their commitment is
enormous and deserves our support. '

Units that train in Volk Ficld managed airspace are flying in some of the most sensitive
areas of the world today. In the past year alone, the 185 Fighter Wing, Sioux City, lowa
and the 132" Fighter Wing, Des Moines, lowa spent month long rotations in the skies
over northern Iraq. This calendar year, Wisconsin’s own 115" Fighter Wing will serve
two rotations enforcing United Nations sanctions in the skies over Iraq. Aircrews train to
perform these real world missions at Hardwood Range and in Volik Field managed
airspace.

I urge vou to support the expansion of Hardwood Range. The men and women who serve
this country with so much pride and dedication have earned and deserve that support.

Thank You,

%&Mtﬁ? W/
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OFFICE OF THE SFCRETARY

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Ms. Lisa M. Keller
1632 Sunfield Street
Sun Prairie, Wisconsin 53590

Decar Ms. Keller

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,
Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

January 23; 1998

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information

needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking the time to express your views on this issue.

Sincerely

HEN D, BULL, III

Colsnel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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[ am writing to express my strong support for the Air National Guard and the proposed
Hardwood Range expansion and associated airspace actions.

The Air National Guard currently makes up over one third of the Air Force and this
number is expected to increase. | want the men and women serving this country to have
training opportunities that allow them to perform their military missions and return home
safely to their families, homes and jobs. To do this, they need our support and training
opportunities that prepare them to perform at their best.

I am a tax payer. 1 want our government to operate as cost effectively as possible. I also
believe we need a strong military for occasions when our interests are challenged. The
Air National Guard does both, They perform over 35% of the missions with 18% of the
people and only 6% of the Air Force budget. They are training more intensely then ever
with the most technically advanced equipment available. They are citizens who work and
live in our communities as full time employees, and are members of the armed forces in
their spare time. Increasing reliance on the Guard for overseas operations makes local
training even more important as it helps reduce the need to take traditional members out
of the work force for training periods to other installations. Their commitment is
enormous and deserves our support.

Units that train in Volk Field managed airspace are flying in some of the most sensitive
areas of the world today. In the past year alone, the 185 Fighter Wing, Siocux City, lowa
and the 132™ Fighter Wing, Des Moines, Iowa spent month long rotations in the skies
over northern Iraq. This calendar year, Wisconsin’s own 115" Fighter Wing will serve
two rotations enforcing United Nations sanctions in the skies over Iraq. Aircrews train to
perform these real world missions at Hardwood Range and in Volk Field managed
airspace.

I urge you to support the expansion of Hardwood Range. The fen and women who serve
this country with so much pride and dedication have earned and deserve that support.

Thank You,

%Mﬁ/{ 5 arate
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

QF FILE OF THF SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Joseph L. Karaba
Route 1, Box 241N
Ashland, Wisconsin 54806

Dear Mr. Karaba

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,
Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented. '

We appreciate your taking the time to express your views on this issue.

. -Sincerely

STHPHEN D. BULL, I

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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301 Ol;izt Street
La Crossé, 9 £4603
9 ¥P2S Py TSEP o Sgpember 16,7T99HID: g5

US Senator Herbert R. Kohi
14 West Mifflin Street
Madison, Wi 53703

Dear Senator Kohi:

| am writing to express my strong support for the Air National Guard and the proposed
Hardwood Range expansion and associated airspace actions.

The Air National Guard currently makes up over one third of the Air Force and this
number is expacted to increase. | want the men and women serving this country to have
training opportunities that allow them to perform their military missions and return home
safely to their families, homes and jobs. To do this, they need our support and training
opportunities that prepare them to perform at their best. s :

[ am a tax payer. | want our government to operate as cost effectively as possible. | also
believe that we need a strong military for occasions when our interests are challenged.
The Air Nationa! Guard does both. They perform over 35% of the missions with 18% of
the people and only 6% of the Air Force budget. They are training more intensely than

_ever with the most technically advanced equipment available. They are citizens who
work and live in our communities as full time employees, and are members of the armed
forces in their spare time. Increasing reliance on the Guard for overseas operations
makes local training even more important as it helps reduce the need to take traditional
members out of the work force for training periods to other installations. Their
commitment is enormous and deserves our support.

Units that train in Volk Field managed airspace are flying in some of the most sensitive
areas of the world today. In the past year alone, the 185 Fighter Wing, Sioux City, lowa
and the 132nd Fighter Wing, Des Moines, lowa spent month long rotations in the skies
over northern Iraq. This calendar year, Wisconsin’s own 116th Fighter Wing will serve
two rotations enforcing United Nations sanctions in the skies over Iraq. Aircrews train to
perform these real world missions at Hardwood Range and in Volk Field managed
airspace.

| urge you to support the expansion of Hardwood Range. The men and women who
serve this country with so much pride and dedication have earned and deserve that
support.

Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Douglas Tanke
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

QFFICE OF TIHIEC SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Douglas Tanke
301 QOlivet Street
La Crosse, Wisconsin 54603

Dear Mr. Tanke

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,

Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and cconomic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking the time 1o express your vicws on this issue.

Sincerely

STRPHEN D. BULL, 111

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legisiation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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Dear ¢ 1A o

.. 7 _<Ep :
I am writing to express my strong support for the A?r Nau’ongl?Gmd Lna %1: proposed
Hardwood Range expansion and associated airspace actions.

The Air National Guard currently makes up over one third of the Air Force and this
numnber is expected to increase. [ want the men and women serving this country 1o have
training opportunities that allow them to perform their military missions and return home
safely to their families, homes and jobs. To do this, they need our support and training
opportunities that prepare them to perform at their best.

I am a tax payer. | want our government to operate as cost effectively as possible, Talso -
believe we need a strong military for occasions when our interests are challenged. The
Air National Guard does both. They perform over 35% of the missions with 18% of the
people and only 6% of the Air Force budget. They are training more intensely then ever
with the most technically advanced equipment available. They are citizens who work and
{ive in our communities as full time employees, and are members of the armed forces in
their spare time. Increasing reliance on the Guard for overseas operations makes local
training even more important as it helps reduce the need to take traditional members out
of the work force for training periods to other installations. Their commitment is
enormous and deserves our support.

Units that train in Volk Field managed airspace are flying in some of the most sensitive
areas of the world today. In the past year alone, the 185 Fighter Wing, Sioux City, lowa
and the 132" Fighter Wing, Des Moines, lowa spent month long rotations in the skies
over northern Iraq. This calendar year, Wisconsin’s own | 15* Fighter Wing will serve
two rotations enforcing United Nations sanctions in the skies over Iraq. Aircrews train 1o
perform these real world missions at Hardwood Range and in Volk Field managed
airspace.

{ UgEe YOU 10 SUPPUTt LOE SAPALISION Ul AIUWUUU Dallys. 1 tic indi @ Wullen wal vy

this country with so much pride and dedication have eamed and deserve that support.

Thank You,

(vsman. Bugi N lomes
Sl v Abye

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin N. Baraes

2805 Irvington Way
Madison, Wi 33713-3409
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin N. Bamnes
2805 Irvington Way
Madison, Wisconsin 53713-3409

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Bames

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,
Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concemns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifics and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking the time to cxpress your views on this issue.

Sincerely

STEPHEN D. BULL, I

Colbnel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison

1-27



Dear gQ{‘f—‘; o B,‘_\:&Q

I am writing to express my strong support for the Air National Gugpdy s
Hardwood Range expansion and associated airspace actions. By Pﬁ)‘?ﬁ

The Air National Guard currently makes up over onc third of the Air Force and this
number is expected to increase. [ want the men and women serving this country to have
training opportunities that allow them to perform their military missions and return home
safely to théir families, homes and jobs. To do this, they need our support and training
opportunities that prepare them to perform at their best.

1 am a tax payer. I want our government to operate as cost effectively as possible. I also
believe we need a strong military for occasions when our interests are challenged. The
Air National Guard does both. They perform over 35% of the missions with 18% of the
people and only 6% of the Air Force budget. They are training more intensely then ever
with the most technically advanced equipment available. They are citizens who work and
live in our communities as full time employees, and are members of the armed forces in
their spare time. Increasing reliance on the Guard for overseas operations makes local
training even mote important as it helps reduce the need to take traditional members out
of the work force for training periods to other installations. Their commitment is
enormous and deserves our support.

Units that train in Volk Ficld managed airspace are flying in some of the most sensitive
areas of the world today. In the past year alone, the 185 Fighter Wing, Sioux City, lowa

and the 132™ Fighter Wing, Des Moines, Jowa spent month long rotations in the skies -

over northern Iraq. This calendar year, Wisconsin’s own 115* Fighter Wing will serve
two rotations enforcing United Nations sanctions in the skies over Irag. Aircrews train to
perform these reat world missions at Hardwood Range and in Volk Field managed
airspace.

I urge you to support the expansion of Hardwood Range. The men and women who serve
this country with so much pride and dedication have earned and deserve that support.

Thank You,

Mr. Arthur C. Ablstroms

:I.fuanA‘;e W, Py
shiand, W] 54804
:ﬂ'@

o
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Arthur C. Ahlstrom
822 2™ Avenue West
Ashland, Wisconsin 54806

Decar Mr. Ahlstrom

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,
Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cuitural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed cxpansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking thc time to express your views on this issue.

- .Sipcerely

J/

STEPHEN D. BULL, 1II

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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. 339 S. 7th Street

Medford, WI 54451
97SEP 29 PM 3: 51
September 24, 1997

US Senator Herbert R. Kohl
14 West Mifflin Street
Madison, WI 53703

Dear Senator Kohl:

e
I am writing to express my strong support for the Air National Guard and the proposetg',
Hardwood Range expansion and associated airspace actions. ]

™~
The Air National Guard currently makes up over one third of the Air Force and this nufitber
is expected to increase, I want the men and womea serving this country to have training®
opportunities that allow them to perform their military missions and retum home safely &
their families, homes and jobs,. To do this, they need our support and training opporturities
that prepare them to perform at their best. &

I am a tax payer. I want our government to operate as cost effectively as possible. I also
believe we need a strong military for occasions when our interests are challenged. The Air
National Guard does both. They perform over 35% of the missions with 18% of the people
and only 6% of the Air Force budget. They are training more intensely then ever with the
most technically advanced equipment available. They are citizens who work and live in our
communities as full time employees, and are members of the armed forces in their spare
time. Increasing reliance on the Guard for overseas operations makes local training even
more important as it helps reduce the need to take traditional members out of the work force
for training periods to other installations. Their commitment is enormous and deserves our

support.

Units that train in Volk Field managed airspace are flying in some of the most sensitive areas
of the world today. In the past year alone, the 185 Fighter Wing, Sioux City, Iowa and
132nd Fighter Wing, Des Moines, Iowa spent month long rotations in the skies over northern
Iraq. This calendar year, Wisconsin’s own 115th Fighter Wing will serve two rotations
enforcing United Nations sanctions in the skies over Iraq. Aircrews train to perform these
real world missions at Hardwood Range and in Voik Field managed airspace.

I urge you to support the expansion of Hardwood Range. The men and women who serve
this country with so much pride and dedication have earned and deserve that support.

Thank you,

M Foen,

Col. Steven J. Baver (Ret)
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

QFFICE OF THE SECRETAHY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Colonel Steven J. Bauer (Ret)
339 South 7" Street
Medford, Wisconsin 54451

Dear Colonel Bauer

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,
Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking the time to express your views on this issue.

Sincerely

STEPHEN D. BULL, I1I

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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[ am writing to express mygs?régé: sagpog'l ‘foor tEc Air National Guard and the proposed
Hardwood Range expansion and associated airspace actions.

The Air National Guard currently makes up over one third of the Air Force and this
number is expected to increase. | want the men and women serving this country 1o have
training opportunities that allow them to perform their military missions and return home
safely to their families, homes and jobs. To do this, they need our support and training
opportunities that prepare them to perform at their best.

[ am a tax payer. 1 want our government to operate as cost effectively as possible. [also
believe we need a strong military for occasions when our interests are challenged. The
Air National Guard does both. They perform over 35% of the missions with 18% of the
people and only 6% of the Air Force budget. They are training more intensely then ever
with the most technically advanced equipment available. They are citizens who work and
live in our communities as full time employees, and are members of the armed forces in
their spare time. Increasing reliance on the Guard for overseas operations makes local
training even more important as it helps reduce the need 10 take traditional members out
of the work force for training periods 1o other installations. Their commitment is
enormous and deserves our support.

Units that train in Volk Field managed airspace are flying in some of the most sensitive
areas of the world today. In the past year alone, the 185 Fighter Wing, Sioux City, fowa
and the 132™ Fighter Wing, Des Moines, lowa spent month long rotations in the skies
over northern Iraq. This calendar year, Wisconsin's own 115" Fighter Wing will serve
two rotations enforcing United Nations sanctions in the skies over Irag. Aircrews train to
perform these real world missions at Hardwood Range and in Volk Field managed

airspace.

I urge you to support the expansion of Hardwood Range. The men and women who serve
this country with so much pride and dedication have earned and deserve that support.

Thank You,

bﬁWW%ﬂ\

JOHN F. GIBSON
QIBSON PRESSURE WASHING
1817 CATHERINE AVE.
OSHKOSH, Wi 54001-2608
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

QFFICE OF THE SCCRCTARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. John F. Gibson

Gibson Pressure Washing

1517 Catherine Avenuc

Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54901-2605

Dear Mr. Gibson

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,
Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to thc human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking the time to express your views on this issue.

Sincerel

HEN D. BULL, Il

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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| am writing to express my strong suppor! foPthe Air National Guard and the propose'yp 25 4 7
Hardwood Range expansion and  ssociated airspace actions. 10: 35

The Air National Guard currently makes up over one third of the Air Force and this
number is expected to increase. 1 want the men and women serving this country to have
\raining opportunities that allow them to perform their military missions and return home
safely to their families, homes and jobs. To do this, they need our suppe and training
opportunities that prepare them to perform at their best. ,

[ am a tax payer. I want our govemnment to operate Js cost effectively as possible. ! also
belicve we need a strong military for occasions when our interests arc challenged. The
Air National Guard does both. They perform over 15% of the missions with 18% of the
people and only 6% of the Air Force budget. They are training more intensely then ever
with the most technicaily advanced equipment available. They ar¢ citizens who work and
live in our communities as full time employees, and are members of the ammed forces in
their spare time. Increasing reliance on the Guard for overseas operations makes local
\raining even more important as it helps reduce the need to take tr_aditional members out

of the work force for training periods to other installations. Theit commitment is
enormous and deserves our support.

Units that train in Volk Field managed airspace are flying in some of the most sensitive
areas of the world today. 1n the past year alone, the 185 Fighter Wing, Sioux City, lowa
and the 132 Fighter Wing, Des Moines, Jowa spent month long rotations in the skies
over northern iraq. This calendar year, Wisconsin's own 1 15* Fighter Wing will serve
two rotations enforcing United Nations sanctions in the skies over Iraq. Aircrews train to
perform these real world missions at Hardwood Range and in Voik Field managed
airspace.

1 urge you to support the expansion of Hardwood Range. Thc;r men and women whoserve
this country with so much pride and dedication have camned and deserve that support.

n
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Thank You,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF TME SECRCTARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Ms. Jeannc L. Boehm
RR 1, Box 411
Tomah, Wisconsin 54660-9785

Dear Ms. Boehm

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,
Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes polential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking the time to express your views on this issue.

Si

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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Amos Miller
RR 3 Box 66

Westby, W1 54667 97 0CT -2 AMi0: 03

September 28, 1997

Senator Herber Kohl, 330 Hart Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Kohi;

I'm writing in regards to the Expansion of The Hardwood Bombing Range Draft
Environmental Impact Statement, issued recently. Thank you for the opportunity to leam
more about the proposal to expand the Hardwood Range at informational meetings held this
month in Mauston, Black River Falls, and Wisconsin Rapids. Being able to speak in a

ublic hearing format, and have those comments recorded by stenographer to be included
in the recond for the final environmental impact statement was an important aspect of the
EIS process. The law allows for the citizens affected by this proposal to comment, and
have their views incorporated into the decisions made. .

As a resident of Wisconsin, and as a member of Citizens United Against Low Level
Flights, I have been watching closely the developments related to the expansion proposal.
Aftter careful reading of the DEIS, I'd like to raise concemns and ask questions about
specific items in the draft.

Section 2-28 finds that Class A mishaps would not be significantly altered by the proposed
action. However, a landing strip is going to be installed. Don’t accidents occur more
frequently during take-offs and landings? ‘

Section 2-29 talks about clean up after an accident. When an F-16 from Madison crashed
at Strum, Wisconsin in June, 1995 it took three months to sign a contract to clean up
hazardous materials. How can the public be confidant that an emergency related to
bombing practice will be professionally handled with this kind of track record?

Section 1-10 speaks about Hot MOAs being announced on a recorded message. Section 4-
3 states that non-military pilots can get a message on an 800 rumber. If there is foul
weather, and a flight is canceled, how soon will the recorded announcement be changed?
Pilot’s have comglained that the message is not changed. How many days during a year is
an MOA declared Hot for more than an 8 hour stretch?

Section 2-22 talks about the ANG following FAA rules to minimize hazards. Section 4-3
speaks to emergency medical flight experience. Letters that have been submitted to the
EIS, with copies sent to Citizens United, show that crop dusting aircraft working for
cranberry growers, and MedFlight helicopters have experienced near misses with mulitary
aircraft. At least one area airport with planes on the runway has been buzzed by military
planes flying overhead. Why are none of these pertinent facts mentioned in the DEIS?

Section 2-31 states that the Air National Guard avoids populated areas. Have residents of
neighboring populated areas submitted comments or letters for EIS? What do they say?

Section 3-3 states that emergency medical aircraft are occasionally denied use of the MOAs.
How often is occasionally? Are there records to illustrate this?
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Section 2-7 talks of the high water table in the area to be used for a landing strip. What will
it cost to build this landing strip? What are the projected costs for all the improvements
related to this expansion proposal?

Section 2-30 speaks of livestock habituation having already occurred in the affected areas.
How will new animals to the area respond to jet overflight noise?

Section 2-26 includes a table showing day/night averaging of noise from military
overflights. How can we believe that noise will not be a problem, as is claimed in the
DEIS, if one low-level airplane flying directly overhead will make noise that exceeds 100
decibels, as mentioned in section 2-25? We will not accept these noise events, or their
“unavoidable adverse impacts”, as mentioned in section 2-27.

As concerned residents of Wisconsin, we want to know the results of coordination that was
to have taken place between the Air National Guard and the Fish & Wildlife Service and
then be addressed in the EIS. The Fish & Wildlife Service made many requests and
suggestions relating to the proposed action. After two and a half years of research,
shouldn’t we know the results of this coordination?

Section 4-51 to 4-55 refers to Ho-Chunk Indian issues. A memorandum of agreement with
the Ho-Chunk has yet to be signed. Will the resolution submitted by the Ho-Chunk
legislature opposing the range expansion proposal be ignored? After two and a half years
of study, shouldn’t these topics be resolved in the DEIS? When will the expansion area be
surveyed for undocumented Ho-Chunk sacred sites or artifacts? What is the delay?

Of the Guard units to fly sorties in the MOAs, how many are based closer to other bombing
ranges? The only identified unit within 100 miles of Hardwood Range is Madison. The
mileage savings of at least two other units is very small; two units, Springfield and Sioux
City, actually have to fly farther to get to Hardwood than they would if they were traveling
to the range closest to home. How does this add up to economy and cost savings?

Section 2-15 states that unobligated availability of Fort McCoy can’t meet air National
Guard requirements for training. Can’t the public know how many times in a year Fort
McCoy is requested for use but unavailable, so we can clearly understand the need for
additional facility?

Section 1-8 and 2-17 mention the criteria for AMRAAM, high altitude, medium, and low-
altitude training catl for all to be within 100 miles of home field or Volk Field. How does
this rule affect units proposed to use an expanded Hardwood Range? Section 1-12 refers
to several hundred additional comment letters included in the EIS process. Are we, the
taxpayers who pay for this study, entitled to know exactly how many letters were received
for the EIS? How many in favor of the expansion? How many opposed?

When did the official comment period for the DEIS expire? The Fish & Wildlife Service
letter is dated 7-11-95. Was this received with-in the comment period? A proper response
from any concemned party was nearly impossible to put together within the allotted time.

Section 2-5 claims that much of the land north of the existing range is sparsely inhabited.
How many people live there? How many peopie live in the restricted area? How many in
the MOAs? Shouldn't this king of information be in the DEIS?

Section 3-90 says that Volk Field provides 197 jobs. How many jobs are provided by the
cranberry farm to be taken over? How many jobs in other cranberry marshes whose crop
dusting planes might be threatened? How many jobs in the tourist industry might be lost if
an expansion is approved?
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Section 4-27 states that federal agencies are directed to avoid new construction in wetlands
unless fhere is no practicable alternatives.’ Construction, maintenance, and bombing would
adversely affect these sensitive areas. Why were the alternatives to the proposed action not
addressed more completely?

Section 2-30 claims there will be no advesse impacts on wildlife. The Department of
garural Resources refutes this, and is very unhappy with the many inadequacies in the
EIS.

The Wood County Board remains unanimously opposed to the Hardwood Range
expansion, and are against turning over more than 6,000 contiguous acres of county forest
land to the Air National Guard as the proposal requires. The DNR will insist that the Wood
County Board substitute comparable land for the county forest land that would be given up.
How can small scattered parcels be considered equivalent to a single section of forest land
larger than 6,000 acres? How would this land exchange occur, and how much would it
cost? Why was this very critical matter not discussed in greater detail in the DEIS?

Section 2-16 states that units approaching Hardwood Range from the west or south, using
VR- 1650, would have an increased distance to travel to use Hardwood Range.. What
does this mean? Obviously, if the low-level flight training corridors that were originally
part of this proposed action had not been dropped from consideration in the DEIS, these
would have been the preferred route to Hardwood from the west or south:” Page xv, table
S-2 illustrates the historic usage of the various airspace components at Hardwood Range,
Volk South MOA being recently added to the configuration in 1993. Will the quadrupled
use of Volk South assessed in Lge DEIS result in the need and eventual request of new
MTR corridors south and south-west of Hardwood Range? It is quite clear that Volk South
was established with southemn and south-western MTRs as an essential future component.
Proposed primary using units for an expanded Hardwood Range in section 2-17, table 2-5
show units to the south and south-west, How can these units use Hardwood Range
economically without southern and south-western MTRs approaching? These units all
have range access as close to or closer to home than Hardwood Range. This is an
important question, and the public has the right to know. o

I am convinced that the Hardwood Range Expansion plan is ill-conceived and will be

ineffective, especially without the proposed new that were dropped from

consideration in April of 1996. It s my understanding that this proposed action must be

laid out to the citizenry in it’s entirety; that to push through one portion and then to wait

:ﬁﬁl i‘fjumrc date to push through another portion is considered piece-meal, and not
owed. *

It has been shown conclusively, according to the DEIS study, that operational limitations
made establishing new MTR corridors in southern and south-western Wisconsin leading to
Hardwood Range not practicable. If this is true, how then can expanding the Hardwood
Range be reasonable? Most of the very same operational limitations exist in the Wood
County forest land being considered for the expansion in this proposal.

Please respond to these concerns.
Thank You. Sincerely,

e .'...__‘\
et P o Ve
Amos Miller
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DEFPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY January 23’ 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Amos Miller
RR 3 Box 66
Westby, Wisconsin 54667

Dear Mr. Miller

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter regarding the proposed Hardwood Range expansion in Wisconsin. We welcome the
opportunity to respond to your concerns about the proposal.

You raise several safety concerns with regard to the proposed expansion. Let us assure
you that the Air National Guard (Guard) places the highest priority on safety. The Guard is
required to fly in accordance with all Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and U.S. Air Force
rules and regulations, and safety issues associated with the proposal are analyzed in the draft
environmental impact statement (EIS). The accident rate data for military aircraft shown in the
draft EIS takes into account all types of mishaps, to include those which occur during take off
and landing. The 1-800 number and other measures which are to be implemented ir conjunction
with proposed expansion are designed to maximize safety by ensuring that civilian pilots are
informed about Guard flight activities to the maximum extent possible. If an incident involving
civilian aircraft should occur, however, it should be reported to the Guard and the FAA as

quickly as possible so that the matter can be investigated and corrective measures, if warranted,
implemented.

You also express a concern that Fish and Wildlife Service and Ho-Chunk Native
Americans be consulted in conjunction with the proposal. Let us assure you that the coordination
with the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service and the Ho-Chunk Native Americans is ongoing. The
results of these and other consultations will be included in the final EIS.

You indicate in your letter that certain forest lands must be acquired in order to effect the
proposal and asked how this will be accomplished. If implemented, the proposal would expand
the Hardwood Range by 7,137 acres, 6,162 acres of which are currently Wood County forest
land. The Federal Government has several alternatives at its disposal which can be used to
obtain the additional acreage. These include various leasing and ownership arrangements. 1f
negotiated acquisition methods are unsuccessful, the Federal Government can acquire property
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through condemnation. If this method is used, the Army Corps of Engineers (COE) appraises the
property and generates an estimate of just compensation to use in negotiations with the property
owner with the goal of obtaining a voluntary settlement. In the event negotiations with the
property owner are unsuccessful, the COE assembles a formal condemnation request package for
signature by the Secretary of the Air Force. If the Corps receives a signed package from the Air
Force, it forwards the package to the Department of Justice (DQJ) for action by the appropriate
United States Attorney Office. A condemnation action is governed by federal statute (40 USC
257, 258a) and the related Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (71 A (h)). If the COE is unable to

reach a negotiated property valuation with the property owner, an impartial judicial entity will
determine the issue.

Finally, you raise several issues that you feel should be addressed more fully in the draft
EIS. These include, among other things, potential effects on natural, cultural, social, and
economic resources. Because your comments were submitted on the draft EIS before the public
comment period ended on November 21, 1997, these comments will be addressed in the final

EIS. You, along with other members of the public, will be able to review the final EIS when it is
published. :

We appreciate your interest in this matter and trust the information provided is useful.

Sincerely

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division
Office of Legislative Liaison
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

QFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mrs. L. Warner
1139 West State Street
Marshfield, Wisconsin 54449

Dear Mrs. Warner

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter concerning the proposed Hardwood Range, Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the
opportunity to respond to your concerns relating to the proposal,

You express concern about potential noise and safety impacts associated with the
proposed expansion. These issues are among those addressed in the recently released draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) of the proposal. The EIS analyzes the potential direct and
indirect effects the proposal will have on the human environment, to include impacts on natural,
cultural, social and economic resources and, when indicated, includes measures to mitigate these
impacts. Because you submitted your comments prior to the closure of the public comment
period for the draft EIS on November 21, 1997, your comments will be addressed in the final
EIS. The final EIS will provide the Secretary of the Air Force information needed to decide if
the proposal will be implemented.

We appreciate your interest in this matter and trust the information provided is useful.

Sincerely

STEPHEN D. BULL, 1l

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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October 2, 1997

U.S.Senator Herb Kohl
Hart Senate Building
Room 702

Washington, DC 20510

2N :HIHY ST 13026

Dear Senator Kohl, .

On behalf of the Marshfield Area Chamber of Commerce & Industry Board of Directors,
we wish to officially go on record opposing the expansion of the Hardwood Air-to-
Surface Gunnery Range and Associated Airspace Actions. If this option is implemented,
this action would increase the land arca of the Hardwood Range, add a new area for

. __potential sarget Jocations and drop zones, and modify restricted airspace.

Though we understand the importance of military preparedness and recognize the federal
power of eminent domain, we request that 2 more serious evaluation be made of the other
seven alternatives outlined in the Executive Summary of the Environmental Impact
Statement. They may better acknowledge the necessity to be consistent with both the
nation's defense strategy and regional economic considerations.

After review of the draft of the Environmental Impact Statement addressing the
Hardwood Range expansion and associated airspace actions, the Marshfield Area
Chamber of Commerce & Industry Board of Directors has several concemns. The first
concern is that the proposal would have a negative impact on general aviation and air
commerce at the Marshfield Municipal Airport. It would negatively impact the number
and timeliness of departures and arrivals and would impact the use of the S.D F approach
to the airport's nmway. It would also negatively impact the safety and utility of the Spirit
of Marshfield helicopter based at St. Joseph's Hospital.

The Marshfield Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors also shares Wood
County's concerns over the Hardwood Range Expansion. The Socioeconomic Study
reflects a combined potential annual revenue loss of approximately $42,530, along with
loss of agricultural use and timber revenues on private lands, withdrawal of over 300
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Senator Koht .t
Page 2
October 2, 1997

acres of private lands entered in Woodland Tax Law and Forest Crop Law contracts,
reduction of public recreation access and use of the expansion arca for hunting, hiking,
wildlife viewing, and other forms of recreation, closure or relocation of six miles of state
snowmobile trails, and closure of approximately 13 miles of public roads through the
expansion area.

In closing, the Marshfield Area Chamber of Commerce & Industry opposes the expansion
of the Hardwood Range and Associated Airspace Actions for the economic and social
well-being of the Marshfield Area.

Sincerely, .

éidj&w

Barb Fleisner
Executive Director

cc:  Marshfield Area Chamber of Commerce & Industry
' Board of Directors

BF/kk

&
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

January 23, 1998

OFFICE QF THE SECRETARY

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20303-1160

Ms. Barbara Fleisner

Executive Director

Marshfield Area Chamber of Commerce
and Industry

Post Office Box 868

700 South Central Avenue

Marshfield, Wisconsin 54449

Dear Ms. Fleisner

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter regarding the proposed expansion of the Hardwood Range in Wisconsin, We welcome the
opportunity to respond to your concerns relating to this proposal.

In your letter, you express concern that the proposal would limit recreational
opportunities in the area. In this regard, we would like to point out that a wide range of
recreational uses occur on the existing range and that we would, to the maximum extent possible,
include recreational uses in the management of any new land areas acquired as a result of the
proposal. You also expressed concern about the potential economic effects of the proposal as
well as potential impacts to general aviation and air commerce in the Marshfield, Wisconsin,
area. These concerns are among the issues addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) for the proposed expansion. The EIS identifies and analyzes the potential effects the
proposal may have on the human environment and, when indicated, includes mitigation measures
that are to be implemented to reduce these effects. The final EIS will provide the Secretary of the
Air Force information needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented. Because

your comments were received before the close of the public comment period for the draft EIS,
they will be addressed in the final EIS.

We appreciate your interest in this matter and trust the information provided is useful.

o

STEG’HEN D. BULL, IIT
Colonel, USAF
Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division
1.46 Office of Legislative Liaison



Maggie Jones 97 N7 -9 AM(1.
RR1, Box 263 S AHI: S|
Blue River, Wisconsin

53518
phone/fax 608-872-2297

oct 4, 1997
Air National Guard

Response ¢to Draft EIS, Hardwood Bombing Range Expansion in
Wisconsglin

Raptors

The Ellis 2 year study (1991) Iis cited because of its favoxable
light cast on the milltary. 20 of 22 nests fledged young and 21 of
22 nests disturbed in the first year returned the second to breed.
0f greater significance,. the number of _jet f£lights the first year
were much fewer in number than the second and the study was not
followed into subsequent years to see how increased jet traffic
would affect the birds breeding success. pg "4-41 top para.

The Ellis study was on adult birds who were already established
territorial breeding birds in the area of jet overflights at the
time that the study was started, These birds had already been
exposed to the Jjet noise and activities. Therefore it is not
accurate to speculate about naive birds and their probable
responses.

From the text of the EIS pg 4-41, first paragraph,"”The results of
this study lndicate that low level jet overflights and mid to high
level sonic booms do not have long term adverse Impacts {my
emphasis) to nesting raptors. They go on to contzadict themselves
in the following paragraph by saying naccording to Gladwin and
MacKenzie long term reactivity to overflights may result in energy
losses which ‘could be a critical problem for animals that aze
somewhat energy limited in the first place.'” As any wildlife
biologist knows, an "energy limited" state of being is par for the
course for any wild animals. Abundance is rare.

1t is stated that long term consequences of exposure to these

disturbances are unknown. It is also stated numerous times that few
studies exist on jet noise response in raptors.
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On pg 4-42, para 4, 1t is stated in the section on mitigation that
the "USFWS typically recommends a distance of 0.25 (1/4) mile for
avoidance of impacts to Bald Eagles, Osprey, red-shoulder hawks
and peregrine falcon nests; Bald Eagle wintering sites, wildlife in
wilderness areas and colonial bird nesting sites." This ls not txue
as the USFWS recommended a range of distance consistently stating
a range of "at least a quarter mile, but preferably 2,500 feet (1/2
mile = 2640 feet) above and to the side"” of sensitive wildlife
areas. They also state that helicopters should stay more than S
mile away from sensitive areas. In many areas it lis recommended
that alircraft avold altogether. These pages are not numbered!!.
therefore how can you. site them?? It (s imperative that the
mitigation follow the 1/2 mile preferred recommendation.

Bald eagle winter roosts are something I know quite a bit about and
the cavalier treatment they get is typical of this report. :
It is a known fact that winter roosting bald eagles change thelr
site from night to night or from week to week according to changing
weather patterns, wind direction being a significant factor in
their choice of roost site. It is also a fact that roost sites are
still being discovered by researchers. All roost site locations are
by no means known, even significant xocost areas are yet to be
identified. Therefore it is impossible to keep Jets away from this
threatened species. Even minor disturbance to winter roosts is a
major threat to bald eagle survival.

I urge yon to drop completely the plans for expansion of the
bombing range. Goling- ahead--will- be—ultimately disastrous for
wildlife that is struggling to maintain a toehold on this earth.

iL(MjS,(Q T omsd-

5 Lep st e sy bosdef
pregoet”

cc Senator Russel Feingold
Senator Herb Kohl
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRFTARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Ms. Maggie Jones
RR1, Box 263
Blue River, Wisconsin 53518

Dear Ms. Jones

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion in Wisconsin. We welcome the
opportunity to respond to your concerns relating to the proposal.

In your Jetter, you express concern about the potential effects the proposal will have on
raptors, eagles, and other birds and provided commentary on sources used by the Air National
Guard to assess potential impacts. Potential impacts to natural resources are among the issues
addressed in the environmental impact statement (EIS) for the proposed Hardwood Range
expansion. The EIS analyzes the potential effects the proposal will have on the human
environment and, when indicated, includes measures to mitigate these effects. As part of the EIS
process, the Guard is also consulting with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the results of
this consultation will be included in the final EIS. Because you provided your comments prior to
the close of the public comment period for the draft EIS on November 21, 1997, they will be
addressed in the final EIS. The final EIS will provide the Secretary of the Air Force information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your interest in this matter and trust the information provided is useful.

Sincerely

STEPHEN D. BULL, Il

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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Dear Sir,

[ am a member of the Wisconsin National Guard You may know someone like me who
is in the National Guard. Many are your ﬁieﬁis,nppm{bf f your families, business
acquaintances or even your sons or daughters. Most o umea time” citizen soldiers
and airmen who also have “full time" jobs , and raise families within our communities.

As you know, there is currently an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) being done for
a modest expansion of the Hardwood Range. A small additics of ground space is needed
1o atlow pilots to train for changing situations. Including srenarios where they are
protecting us on the ground.

Army and Air National Guard units are serving in dangerous arcas today where that
training is crucial. Wisconsins own 115™ Fighter Wing, located in Madison, recently
returned from Turkey after serving as the lead Air Force fighter unit enforcing United
Nation’s imposed sanctions in the skies over Iraq. They will again fly in that dangerous
area of the world later this year, The 115 is the primary user of Hardwood Range, flying
over half of all training flights in the area. '

Congressional leaders have told the National Guard that onr involvement in world wide
operations will remain at this high level, and, could possibly increase as the active duty
faces further budget cuts. This places a premium on training that can be accomplished
close to home. Local training reduces the amoumnt of tinte spent away from families and
jobs, The additional stress of multiple deployments combined with training at other
locations is already causing members to Teave the guard. '

There are multiple costs associated with the loss of these members. First, we as 1ax
payers have a great deal invested in training these men and women to perform their jobs
at the high level they do. For example, it takes over two years and costs one to two
million dollars 1o train a pilot to the point where they are combet qualified. To
continuaily have to retrain people is expensive and time consuming. Second, that is a loss
of experience that can never be regained. The greatest source of knowledge any of us can
enjoy is sharing time with people who have experienced events themselves.

There are people opposed to this expansion. There are also those of us who support this
proposal. [ believe that the modest expansion of the Hardwood Range is an investment in
the future, for you and I as tax payers and especially for our sons and daughters who will
serve in the future. : '

Thank you

ey
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SFCRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Scott Molle
3341 Mirage Circle
Plover, Wisconsin 54467

Dear Mr. Molle

The Honorable Herb Kohl. United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,
Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented,

We appreciate your taking the time to express your views on this issue.

Sincerely

STEPHEN D. BULL, III

Coldnel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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DEPARTMENT OF THE. AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Bernard J. Krause
1407 South Erickson
Marshfield, Wisconsin 54449

Dear Mr. Krause

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter regarding the Air National Guard (Guard) proposal to expand the Hardwood Range in

Wisconsin. We welcome the opportunity to respond o the concerns and comments raised by the
public relating to this proposal.

We have forwarded your letter for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the informatijon
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your interest in this matter.

Sincerely

AT
ST HEN D. BULL, {II
Colonel USAF
Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division
Office of Legislative Liaison
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John R. Croft 10 Oct 97
P.O. Box 8111 ] .
Madison, WI 53708-8111

Dear Citizens,

b
As the Director of Flight Opera {ons for the Wisconsin Air National Guard , | share the rsponﬁlity of
ensuring that members of the Air National Guard are highly trained and prepared for world wide deployfitnt and
possible combat. You may know someone in the National Guard. Many are your friends, members of your
families, business acquaintances or even your sons or daughters. Most of us are “part time” citizen soldigrs and
airmen who also have “full time” jobs , and raise families within our communities. =

N

A little over six years ago, I found myself in a very precarious position as an aerial refueling pilgy flying
toward the border of Iraq on the first night of the Gulf War. As you can well imagine, the reality of not Rowing
what was awaiting us that night made my heart beat just a [ittle quicker than normal. :

I feel now, as I did then, the primary reason we did so well in that conflict was due to our ability to fight
the way we trained. Realistic training was the key to our success. One place we practiced was at the Hardwood
Range. I can remember the countless times I have personally refueled Air National Guard jets over Wisconsin and
the Hardwood Range 50 they could train in the most efficient way possible to maintain the skills needed to survive
in combat. .

As many of you know, there is currently an Eavironmental Impact Statement (EIS) being done for an
expansion of the Hardwood Range. The aircraft of today are much faster and more complex than when the area was
originally designed. An addition of ground space is needed to enable "muitiple and changing scenarios” as was
experienced during Desert Storm. I want our pilots as ready as possible for threats they may encounter in future
operations. ' '

Air National Guard units continue to serve daily in dangerous arcas where that training is crucial.
Wisconsin's own 115 Fighter Wing, located in Madison, recently returned from Turkey after helping enforce
United Nation’s imposed sanctions in the skies over Iraq. They will again fly in that very unstable region of the

world Iater this year. The 115" is the primary user of Hardwood Range, flying over half of ail training flights in the
area.

It is highly probable that the Air National Guards involvement in worid wide operations will remain 8t
high level, and could possibly increase as the active Air Force faces further budget cuts. This placesa premium on
training. Traditional members of the guard take time off from work, and more importantly, time away from their
families, to serve in these deployments. Thisisa tremendous sacrifice. To also ask them to take time off to train at
distant and remote training facilities, is an additional burden, an unnecessary burden when quality training is
available at Volk Ficld and the Hardwood Range.

There are people opposed to this expansion. They have been very vocal with their concemns. You,
however, may feel as I do thata modest expansion of the Hardwood Range is an investment in the future, both as
taxpayers and especially for our sons and daughters who will serve in the future. '

Please feel free to contact me, my project officer Major Dave Olson (608-242-3126), or your congressional
representatives to learn more about this expansion proposal or to express your opinions regarding this issue.

Sincerely, -
7/
<:;4;62 (j;bl i
Colonel John Croft
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Colonet John R. Croft
Post Office Box 8111
Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8111

Dear Colonel Croft

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,
Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking the time to express your views on this issue.

Sincerely

Pz

STEPHEN D. BULL, III

Col nel USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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Dear Senator Kohl:

I am writing to express my strong support for the Air National Guard ms!;th?)'proposed
Hardwood Range expansion and associated airspace actions. Ty Py,
4 35

The Air National Guard currently makes up over one third of the Air Force and this
number is expected to increase. I want the men and women serving this country to have
training opportunities that allow them to perform their military missions and return home
safely to their families, homes and mobs. To do this, they need our support and training
opportunities that prepare them to perform at their best.

I am a tax payer. [ want our government to operate as cost effectively as possible. [also
believe we need a strong military for occasions when our interests are challenged. The Air
National Guard does both. The perform over 35% of the missions with 18% of the people
and only 6% of the Air Force budget. They are training more intensely than ever with the
most technically advanced equipment available. They are citizens who work and live in
our communities as full time employees, and are members of the armed forces in their
spare time. Increasing reliance on the Guard for overseas operations makes local training
even more important as it helps reduce the need to-take traditional members out of the
work force for training periods to other installations. Their commitment is enormous and
deserves our support. :

Units that train in Voik Field managed airspace are flying in some of the most sensitive
areas of the world today. In the past year alone, the 185 Fighter Wing, Sioux City, Iowa -
and the 132nd Fighter Wing, Des Moines Iowa spent month long rotations in the skies
over northern Iraq. This calendar year, Wisconsin’s own 115th Fighter Wing will serve
two rotations enforcing United Nations sanctions in the skies over Iraq. Aircrews train to
perform these real world missions at Hardwood Range and in Voik Field managed
airspace.

[ urge you to support the expansion of Hardwood Range. ‘The men and women who serve
the country with so much pride and dedication have earned and deserve that support.

Thank You,

Al 1<

Sgi. Gary S. Cuper Sr.

Wisconsin Army National Guard (retired)
217 20th St.

Clear Lake WI 54005-3715
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330- 1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Gary S. Cuper, Sr.
217 20™ Street
Clear Lake, Wisconsin 54005-3715

Dear Mr. Cuper

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,
Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to inciude impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking the time to express your views on this issue.

__Sincerely

STEPHEN D. BULL, ITI

Colbnel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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309 W. Upham
Marshfield, WI 54449 370121 piy g e

October 17, 1997,

U.S. Senator Herbert Kohl
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-4903

Dear Senator Kohl:

I oppose the proposed expansion at the existing Hardwood Air-to-Ground Bombing
Range by the Wisconsin Air National Guard, and I hope you will, too.

The expansion would create long-term environmental problems, and the noise from the
increased bombing runs will negatively impact people nearby and along the flight routes.
There are also several wildlife species in the area that are either threatened or endangered,
and, reading the Air National Guard's Draft Environmental Impact Statement, it's clear
that very little is known about the long-term impact to these species by the expansion

The expansion would take away 6,000-plus acres of Wood County Forest land from the

___citizens of Wisconsin. Thousands of people use this land every year for a host of
recreational activities, and expansion of the range will mean a real loss for the peopie of

_. Central Wisconsin. '
Finally, I'm also worried that letting the Guard take county forest land will set a dangerous
precedent. Such lands are meant for all Wisconsin citizens, yet this expansion into Wood
County land could mean similar losses in the future, and it is impossible to replace these
large, undeveloped.

For these reasons, I hope you'll work to stop the proposed expansion at the Hardwood
Range. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Braw Melows-:

Brian McCombie
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Brian McCombie
309 West Upham
Marshfield, Wisconsin 54449

Dear Mr. McCombie

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has requested that we respond to your
recent letter regarding the proposed Hardwood Range expansion in Wisconsin. We welcome the
opportunity to respond to your concerns relating to the proposal.

In your letter you express concern about the potential effects the proposal will have on the
citizens of Wisconsin. The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed expansion of
the Hardwood Range analyzes potential effects the proposal may have on the human
environment, to include impacts to natural, cultural, social and economic resources. When
indicated, the EIS will also address measures which will be implemented to mitigate these
effects. Because you provided your comments prior to the close of the public comment period
for the draft EIS on November 21, 1997, they will be addressed in the final EIS. The final EIS

will provide the Secretary of the Air Force information needed to decide if the proposed
expansion will be implemented.,

We appreciate your interest in this matter.

PHEN D. BULL, ITI

Colbnel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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October 19, 1997

Alr National Guard Readliness Center
Program Manager, Hardwood EIS
ANGRC/CEVP

3500 Fetchet Avenue

Andrews Air Force Base, MD 20762-5157

Sir:

I'm writing in response to the DEIS on the proposed

expansion of the Hardwood Bombing Range and related
airspace.

Overall, the DEIS fails-'to address many specific
environmental concerns directly. 1In some areas,
"consultations are onging®. How can we comment on research
and consultations if they are not included in the DEIS?

Further, the DEIS states inadequet research as reasons to
conclude "no significant impacts®. If research is inadequet
and some research has indicated potential problems, those
problems must be addressed in the EIS. Specifically I will
point out some of the areas of inadequecy that I found and
regquest that each be fully addressed in the EIS.

ASSESSMENTS: Reguest that the term assessment be accurately
defined in the 'EIS, and that the phrase, "vorst case
scenario” be dropped from the document. The phrase “worst
case scenario” is used at least-six times to refer to the
proposed assessment levels of use of the Hardwoocd Bombing
Range expansion and related airspace use. According to LTC
Gunther Neuman of Volk Field, assessments are "best guess
estimates®. Citizens United Against Low Level Flights
learned this at a meeting with representatives from the
Federal Aviations Administration and Air National Guard on
January 8, 1997. Further, the ANG acknowledged that MOA
Falls One and MOA Falls Two are being used 6 and 8 times
more respectively than their original assessments. (Hardwood
Range and Related Airspace Proposal Information Sheet,
August 1996). To use the phrase "worst case scenario* 1is to
imply that assessments are absolute amounts. If the ANG
wvants to use subjective language, a realistic "worst case
scenario” would be 8 times the proposed assessed levels of
use, with no public input with the increases.

COSTS: Regquest that the costs of present training (as in
Table 2-5, p. 2-17) be compared to the projected costs of
all the expansions proposed in the DEIS.. Other projects
around the country could offer a realistic cost projection.
To suggest that these pilot travel costs to use other
military fields will be "saved" by the expansion is
erroneous. The ANG must figure the real costs of the
expansions into the scenario.
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THE USE OF PRESENT FACILITIES TO JUSTIFY EXPANSION:

Request that present facilities are not used to justify
expansions. "Technological improvements at Volk Field
Combat Readiness Training Center (CRTC), such as Air Combat
Maneuvering Instrumentation (ACMI) system make it possible
for military flying units to accomplish a broad range of
training..." (DEIS 1.3). Expansions must stand on their own
in the DEIS process.

NOISE: Request that other availble programs, namely ASAN be
used to calculate noise . Noise averaging methods which
assume an urban environment base level is inaccurate in a
rural Wisconsin area. Further, NOISEMAP model ignores other
avallable models, most notably ASAN. This program rejects
continued use of the DNL metric for assessing human
annoyance. ("ASAN", paper by Paul Sharp of Armstrong
Laboratories, Wright-Patterson AFB, P. 8).

WET LANDS: Request that thorough research be done on all
contaminant possibilities to surface and ground water. Most
of the area of the proposed Hardwood Bombing Rangé expansion
is wet lands. Yet just 3% pages (DEIS 4.6} concludes there
will be "unavoidable impacts to water resources" in
construction, but no other impacts to .water resources.
Roads, drainage, and bomb contaminants will cause ongoing
water contaminants and serious changes in the wet lands
environments. These are written off because its "difficult
to predict" (DEIS 4.6.2.5). Difficult means real study is
needed, not "no adverse impacts" (DEIS 4.6.4). Further,
here 18 arn drea where the questions raised by the DNR and
USFWL are not answered, so we cannot comment on them. The
questions raised by these agencies must be answered in the
DEIS (see Appendix G for DNR and USFWL letters).

LAND EXCHANGE: Request that the EIS fully address the
proposed land exchange for the proposed Hardwood Bombing
Range exparnsion as requested by the DNR (p. 4, DNR letter,
appendix G).

CONTAMINANTS AND TOXIC MATERIALS: Request that studies done
by the Air Force and Army and independent agencies be
included. Chaff, in particular, "poses no known risk to
humans or animals." (DEIS 4.3.2). Yet the Nevada Division
of Environmental Protection claims studies are inadequet.
Further, the Air Force documents lack of information saying
“There is no documentaion of human exposure studies to
chaff."” ("Identifying and Evaluating the Effects of Chaff
from Military Aircraft"). In 1992 the Army concluded "there
is a persistent risk of fiber inhalation.and mitigation
efforts will likely be required for areas containing high
fiber content." The comments of these agencies that studies
are needed is not the same as "no risk". Titanium
Tetrachloride used in signal charges is classified as a
poisonous gas by the US Department of Health and Human
Services and as a Hazardous Sub?%gnce by the Department of



Transporation and US Environmental Protection Agency. It ls
toxic to humans and animals.. The DEIS fails to address its
toxicity. The Defense Installation Restoration Project
located at Hardwood has a "small plume of contaminated
ground water” identified in 1995. Yet "No monitoring is
currently being performed at the site." (DEIS 3.4.1). Both
monitoring and correction is needed at this site. How much
more wastes will be created with the construction and use of
the proposed expansions? How will these wvastes be dealt
with? How much pollution will) they create?

WILDLIFE: Request that more and different studies be
included to understand the effects on wildlife. The Ellis
study was done on adult birds for one year. The next year
jet £lights increased and follov up studies were not done to
note the effects on young birds with more flights.

Obviocusly this is a very limited study to use to suggest
that raptors will not be too adversely affected. (DEIS
4,8.1.3) 1In addition, suggesting that avoidance of roosting
areas is a solution ignores the fact that roosting habits
change daily and weekly according to weather. Thus the
avoidance suggestion is impossible. .

I request that all questions and requests raised in this
letter be addressed in the final EIS.

Sincerq}y,

Edie Ehleft | : .
- RR1 Box 21 B /{L A

Ferryville, WI 54628
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE QF THE SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Ms. Edie Ehlert
RR1,Box 21 B
Ferryville, Wisconsin 54628

Dear Ms. Ehlert

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion in Wisconsin. We welcome the
opportunity to respond to your concems relating to the proposal.

In your letter, you comment on several matters addressed in the draft Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposal. The EIS identifies and analyzes the impacts to the
human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural, social and economic resources.
Because you submitted your comments before the close of the public comment period for the

draft EIS, the comments and issues you raise will be forwarded to the appropriate office so that
they can be addressed in the final EIS.

We appreciate your interest in this matter and trust the information provided is useful.

Sincerely

ST@'PI{EN D.BULL, I

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison

1-64



Author: Senator Xohl at Kohl-DC

Date: 10/20/97 8:55 aM

Priority: Normal .
TO: Mike Weiss

Subject: Forest land for bombing

----------------------------------------- Message Contents -——---===—m--—-—ois====
Bill and
Marian Seagren Hall
46803
Stettin Drive
Wausau,
WI 54401
October
19, 1997

Dear Senator:

We are very concerned about the continuing plans to expand the
Hardwood Bombing Range onto 6000 acres of Wood County Forest Land. The
National Guard's Enpvironmental Impact Statement of "no significant impact® is
absolutely wrong!

Please issue a clear message to the military that explains that
federal condemnation of county forest land is a violation of states' rights.

Thank you for your attention to this grave matter.

Bill and Marian Seagren
Hall

715-842-7464 3
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAFALP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Seagren
4803 Stettin Drive
Wausau, Wisconsin 54401

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Seagren

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter regarding the Air National Guard (Guard) proposal to expand the Hardwood Range in

Wisconsin. We welcome the opportunity to respond to the concerns and comments raised by the
public relating to this proposal.

We have forwarded your letter for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your interest in this matter.

Sincerely

% B>

S \lPHEN D. BULL, HI

Colenel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. George H. Carlson
1121 Section Street
Nekoosa, Wisconsin 54457

Dear Mr. Carlson

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter regarding the proposed expansion of the Hardwood Range in Wisconsin. We welcome the
opportunity to respond to concerns relating to the proposal.

In your letter, you express concern that the proposal would limit recreational
opportunities in the area. In this regard, we would like to point out that 2 wide range of
recreational uses occur on the existing range and that we would, to the maximum extent possible,
include recreational uses in the management of any new land areas acquired as a result of the
proposal. You also raise issues concerning the need for the proposed expansion as well as
potential noise and transportation impacts associated with the proposal. These concerns are
among the issues addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed
expansion. The EIS analyzes the potential effects the proposal may have on the human
environment to include impacts on natural, cultural, economic and social resources. The final
EIS will provide the Secretary of the Air Force information needed to decide if the proposed
expansion will be impiemented. Because you submitted your comments before the close of the
public comment period for the draft EIS, they will be addressed in the final EIS.

We appreciate your interest in this matter and trust the information provided is useful.

Sincerels

STEPHEN D. BULL, III

Colnel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division :

Office of Legislative Liaison
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CHARLES H. ARNOLD

R4S OOR ROAD
NEK Vﬁﬁ%ﬁ?—ﬂﬂlz; ['3
October 21, 1997

U.S. Senator Herb Kohl
U.S. Seaator Russ Feingold
U.S. Represcntative Dave Obey

REF: PROPOSED EXPANSION HARDWOOD BOMRING RANGE, Voik Field, Wi
Gentlemen:

I am a former Alr Force enlisted person. 1went 1o Fort F. E. Warren, Cheyenne, Wyo,,
and Gunter AFB, Ala., for administrative and aero-medical technician (flight surgeon assistant)
schooling following my besic training in Texas. I served with the flight surgeons of the 22d
BombWing.atMamhAFB.Caliﬂ,mdthelstFigthingqugeAFB,Cdiﬁ.mdthen
was semmJapanAkDefcnscFomeHeadquamu.NagomemthmtoUSAFHospKimpo
AFB, South Korca as flight surgeon assistant; fighter reconnaissance base: attained the
noncommissioned rank of staff sergeant, and honorably discharged after 5 years in.the service. [
wasnpaﬂof&eKomnPoﬁmAcﬁonandobsuvedmofwuychyacﬂmmdﬂyins.

IamappalleduthcmﬂimyuyingthcynwdmaddiﬁonﬂWmﬁarthc
proposed Hardwood bombing range expansion which is at the expense of farmers’ homesteads
and woodlands being utilized for a livelihood or recreation not to mention the tax base to be lost
by local townships and Wood County. The tax Jost will have to be picked up by the remainder of
the county. This addresses tax base and that reverme only; and, docsn't address the agriculture
Joss, to the farmer or cranberry grower or the wood pulper......County forestry will be impacted as
wenasthcwagewﬂmwﬁ&komd&emmmmgﬁm&__mj@ﬂp
terminated, hunting, hiking, snow mobiling, just to name a few. '

This is quite tragic having to uproot familics thut have lived in that area for a couple
generations and tefling them you have to go some where else... granted there will be
compensation but what is thai. 1 know there exists other land atready fedezally owned that could
be utilized for low-level training routes...X don't belicve the city of Nekoosa is on there route
but last month a jet flew over and mapped a sonic hoom back to back...not for the first timet!
We thought the paper miil downtown had biown up until we saw a jet afar off. That does shake
the house just 10 say the least!! Then someone asks did you get a description or ID number.
Whattypeofmnﬁdmﬁonwinmemmaymmiﬂheaddiﬁmmmmgh?lmwish
someone would get realisticl

When [ was in service the service man regardiess of rank kncw if there was no PR with
locals the service had nothing.  Another item of interest in the local paper states: letters writlen
before the environmental impact statement was published no longer are applicable and won't be
included in a final report to the sccrctary of the Alr Force, who will make or delegate the
range-expansion decision.  With all due respect to the secretaty of the Air Force but, this
sounds fike a ramrod militaristic attitude that I read about in the LIFE MAGAZINE in the
1930'S, In my opinion the above lacks logic, can you be of some assistance? Thanks =

Y,

cc: Wood isor Dave & Forest Administrator Mr. Westegaard
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 203301000

QOFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr, Charles H. Armold
845 Cranmoor Road
Nekoosa, Wisconsin 54457

Dear Mr. Arnold

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond td your recent

letter regarding the proposed expansion of the Hardwood Range in Wisconsin. We welcome the
opportunity to respond to the concerns relating to the proposal.

In your letter, you express concern that the proposal would limit recreational
opportunities in the area. In this regard, we would like to point out that a wide range of
recreational uses occur on the existing range and that we would, to the maximum extent possible,
include recreational uses in the management of any new land areas acquired as a result of the
proposal. You also expressed concern that the proposal will result in a loss of tax base and
wages for the local community. The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed
expansion will assess the potential economic effects of the proposal as well as impacts to natural,
cultural and social resources. The final EIS will provide the Secretary of the Air Force
information needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented. Because you
submitted your comments before the close of the public comment period for the draft EIS, your
comments will be addressed in the final EIS.

We appreciate your interest in this matter and trust the information provided is useful.

Sincerely—

‘2@_./ W

STEPHEN D. BULL, I1I

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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i Gintii\' L3
w7567 Sd.'st. Necedah, WI 54646
(715)-884-6403
fax (715) -884-6733

email - jmginter@wi tds.ne(

October 22, 1997

Paul Westegaard

Wood County Parks and Forestry
Courthouse

400 Market St.

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-8095

hitd W2 Lol L

b
']

ét

Dear Mr. Westegaard,

1 am writing for the purpose of expressing my opposition to the proposed expansion of the
Hardwood bombing Range into Wood County.

{ am a land owner in Wood County and in Juneau County, with the parcels in close

proximity to the existing range and the proposed expansion area. As well, I have read the . — ————
draft EIS on the subject.

The EIS is, in short, a complete sham. It is obviously nothing more than a tool constructed

to attempt to dupe the thinking public into agreeing with the military philosophy of twisted

ecological land management.

As a responsible steward of my own properties, I was shocked to read that the EIS does
pot address the disruptive behavior that low flying military aircraft weilds upon our native

animal, mammal, and reptile species.

Over the last 30 years, I have noticed creatures such as migratory birds, upland birds, deer

and squirrels acting in unusual distressed ways when military gircraft use the range, Lhave |
seen game animals literally run in circles from the jet noise, not instinctively knowing how

to escape their plight. I have seen Ruffed Grouse nests on my land abandoned after week

long incidents of fighter aircraft pounding the range. Yet the EIS addresses only some

chicken study for comparative purposes. Local ducks which nest on my property only

have one brood, yet in other areas away from the range, two broods are the norm. Why?

The EIS is supposed to answer questions such as this. I see Jess and less snakes all the

time on my land. In years of large snake populations elsewhere, I never sec a increase on

my land. The Rattlesnake in the range area is almost extinct.
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Before the current range existed, there were many Rattlesnakes. The balance of nature has
been dramatically affected by the military 1use of the land, and now they want to make it

worse,

Noise pollution to humans is intolerable, and will only get worse with an expansion. The
EIS computer model for noise is a total techno-jargon farce. Nowhere is it based on what
really happens at the immediate injection of severe noise pollution from military aircraft.
The EIS sides with the military when it has concluded that any adverse noise impact can
be mitigated on a case by case basis. How can they ever mitigate noise pollution now,
when it has been impossible for them to do so up to this point?

I would like to commend the Wood County Board for standing ground against this

expansion. They are truly acting for the direct benefit of the citizens and landowners of
Wood County.

It is my intention that this letter gets forwarded to Andrews AFB to be included in the
final EIS.

As well, I am sending a copy of this letter to Senators Feingold and Kohl in an effort to
garner their support against the expansion.

fodiz

Jim Ginter

4
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Jim Ginter
W7567 2" Street
Necedah, Wisconsin 54646

Dear Mr. Ginter

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter regarding the proposed Hardwood Range expansion in Wisconsin. We welcome the
opportunity to respond to your concerns relating to the proposal.

In your letter, you expressed concern about the potential effects the proposal will have on
migratory birds, upland birds, and other wildlife. Potential impacts to natural resources are
among the issues addressed in the environmental impact statement (EIS) for the proposed
Hardwood Range expansion. The EIS analyzes the potential effects the proposal will have on the
human environment and, when indicated, includes measures to mitigate these effects. As part of
the EIS process, the Air National Guard (Guard) is also consulting with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service on natural resource issues and the results of this consultation will be included in
the final EIS. You also expressed concemn about the means used to assess potential noise
impacts. You may be assured that the Guard used the most current, scientifically accepted
methodology to assess potential noise effects associated with the Hardwood Range proposal.
The results of our noise analysis are addressed in the EIS. Because you provided your comments
prior to the close of the public comment period for the draft EIS, they will be addressed in the

final EIS. The final EIS will provide the Secretary of the Air Force information needed to decide
if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your interest in this matter and trust the information provided is useful.

STEPHEN D. BULL, Il

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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830 Avon Stre& )
Wisconsin Rapids, W1 54494

97 ey SRR

Senator Herbert Kohl
U. S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Kohl,

1 write today to express my strong opposition to the proposed expansion of the Air
National Guard’s Hardwood Bombing Range into south Wood County. After hearing the
arguments of the Air National Guard officials, I see their justification for needing additional
room to perform their maneuvers to be quite weak. Indeed, it seems that the National Guard,
which already has managed to avoid its fair share of cutbacks in the post-Cold War era, is using
this expansion to strengthen its position against future cutbacks, and overstating the national
security threat to achieve political ends.

Even if the Guard's space needs were valid, its needs would not outweigh the
environmental costs which would be incurred by such an expansion. It is distressing that the
National Guard has failed to even adequately address valid environmental concerns. Military
intrusion into this wildlife haven in south Wood County would have substantial deleterious
effects, and would effectively exclude the area from outdoor use by civilians.

I certainly hope that you will exercise prudent policy positions toward military expansion
and environmental degradation and do everything in your power to ensure that this expansion
does not proceed.

,Singerely,
(b4

Donald S. Litzer
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

January 23, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Donald S. Litzer
830 Avon Street
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 54494

Dear Mr, Litzer

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter regarding the Air National Guard (Guard) proposal to expand the Hardwood Range in

Wisconsin. We welcome the opportunity to respond to the concerns and comments raised by the
public relating to this proposal.

We have forwarded your letter for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your interest in this matter.

. Sincerely

el, USAF
Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division
Office of Legislative Liaison
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25 October 1997 _
Dear Senator Kohl, 97 a1 29 AWl 29

As a citizen of Wood County and an Air Force veteran, I am concerned about the unrealistic
attacks against the Wisconsin Air National Guard and the need for expansion of the Hardwood
Range. Your support is needed for the following reasons:

1-The Hardwood Range needs to be upgraded for the next generation fighter plane, the F-22,

2-These part-time military pilots need to train in their home state for they have civilian jobs and
families to support. N

3-The Guard Fighter Groups are involved in more world-wide military operations because the
active Air Force has been reduced in size by budget.cuts.

4-If Wisconsin Guard pilots are to continue to perform expertly, they need the best training
opportunities America can provide for them. They need to be combat ready at all times.

S-Last yea} our P.O.W. group was honored at Shepard Air Force Base in Wichita, Texas. This is
the main training facility for Air Force fighter pilots and for nine N.A.T.O. nations. The
commanding general briefed us on modern flight training which costs one million dollars per

year for each student pilot. This investment in military preparedness coud be lost if we should fail
to provide adequate training facilities.

6-The United States is the only remaining Superpower and Uncle Sam needs to carry the “Big
Stick™ which is Air Power. The Wisconsin Air National Guard is now and should continue to be
an important part of our Air Force.

Turge you to support the Hardwood Range expansion project.
Sincm?r,

ohn E. Thompson M.D. '
705 West 5* St,
- Nekoosa, Wi. 54457

Captain US.A.AF.
86" Fighter Group W.W.2
P.O.W, 1944,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

QFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

January 23; 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Dr. John E. Thompson
705 West 5™ Street
Nekoosa, Wisconsin 54457

Dear Dr. Thompson

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your recent
letter expressing support for the Air National Guard and the proposed Hardwood Range,

Wisconsin, expansion. We welcome the opportunity to respond to concerns and comments
raised by the public relating to the proposal.

Your letter has been forwarded for inclusion in the administrative record for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) associated with the proposal. The EIS identifies and
analyzes potential impacts to the human environment, to include impacts on natural, cultural,
social and economic resources, and provides the Secretary of the Air Force the information
needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.

We appreciate your taking the time to express your views on this issue.

Sincerely

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division
Office of Legisiative Liaison

1-77



_.\Dm %mzv Kokl e
. /:» & Ao J_A% JJMZ Gc |
YR A et / ﬁaw :

Lmé Mﬁ:._

. .,L/J/W Zéa—é(u)aa M é7<,

%Z/VC_AJ‘#UJM?"@‘ o ah) Eld "o
Yoz A}//au«_az)
i; Ll j Zdeezhen
e 7 ]
/ﬁ/m.& %z .:Z jj(’sz./:‘a |
‘_‘""""‘“’”7/7“_,‘?2?{‘.”"‘/ =

//w‘ ﬂ?/o W%//@W
L pfcﬂ«. - VY 2 —

Lk lwew a Md/(.u%mw
L2 .C'uv[au«.? 4.—7‘./&44 Yo wwe il Thid

é/o. M?‘A .
Mu a% M%Mw@
«5; Leseas Z A_M n/a_éufq(@au.ﬂy

1-78




R T e e R EE T e m——im m - e SR L — S Sei—

L wow A sh, Ao e o

Agpema e flow i g T

 luees RAND 2P
N/ .Z.Afc//féw_./
R /%,ué(z/// LI sSyys

1-79




DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

January 23, 1998

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Ms. Carol Rand
11007 McArthur Drive
Marshfield, Wisconsin 54449

Dear Ms. Rand

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond
to your recent letter concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion in

Wisconsin. We welcome the opportunity to respond to your concerns about the
proposal.

Your letter raises some safety concerns with regard to the proposed
expansion. Let us assure you that the Air National Guard (Guard) places the
highest priority on safety. The Guard is required to fly in accordance with all
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and U.S. Air Force rules and regulations,
and safety issues associated with the proposal are analyzed in the draft
environmental impact statement (EIS). The 1-800 number and other measures
which are to be implemented in conjunction with the proposed expansion are
designed to maximize safety by ensuring that civilian pilots are informed about
Guard flight activities to the maximum extent possible. These measures should
also allow emergency medical flights to safely traverse military training airspace.
However, if an incident involving a civilian aircraft should occur, it should be
reported to the Guard and the FAA as quickly as possible so that the matter can be
investigated and corrective measures, if warranted, implemented.

You also raise some concerns about matters which are among the issues
addressed in the EIS for the proposal. The EIS analyzes potential impacts the
proposal will have on the human environment, to include impacts to natural,
cultural, social and economic resources and, when indicated, incorporates measures
to mitigate these impacts. Because you submitted your comments prior to the close
of the public comment period for the draft EIS on November 21, 1997, they will be
addressed in the final EIS. The final EIS will provide the Secretary of the Air Force
information needed to decide if the proposed expansion will be implemented.
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We appreciate your interest in this matter and trust the information provided
is useful.

Sincerely

STERHEN D. BULL, III

Coloxiel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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Editor, News-Herald: In response to Col. John Craft’s letter: ) :
Col. Craft: Yes, I am 100 percent o posed. o the expansion of the
Hardwood Gunnery Range. Your people lgl' g , ‘
Last summer, when two F-16s. “pounced” $ad30 in the Marshfield
traffic area outside of the Volk"Military Opeﬁans Area, I complained to
Green Bay Flight Service and teceived a return call from Captain “X” at
Madison promising a letter of explination. I never received it. :
This summer we were buzzed, by a B52-H: anather call to GBR-FSS;
and a call 1o the Milwaukee Flight Safety Director-of Operations garnered
me an assurance that a reply would be forthcoming from the Minot, N.D,
FSDO — no'response! . ., romesxlis = | g g L
The, B-52, which passed directly overhead at approximately 500 feet
above ground level at'about:40@ kinots, firpceeded weSCit full throttle
startling a lot of people and livestock. «: - e © o=t g, "
Something is wrong with thi§ picture:’As & civilian pilot, T am required
to obey a lot of rules and.regulations. You folks outside of an MOA are
bound by the same set of regulatibns. S R A
An aeronautical map of the USA reveals thousands of square miles
devoted to MOAs. Qur Canadian ieighbors have more. NG M
As for hardship, you folks volunteer for this and you are paid hand-
somely — a lot more than this five:year veteran of the '60s was. ™ &'
The military aviation safety record is' dismal. The proposed expansion
area is not unpopulated. A “ballistic”. pilotless F-16 or A-10 has no con-
sciﬁnce: it will lanld whc:l-e lhe_\:f\gs’_ af.mature pofit: In the gise ofa ]mid-aﬁ'
collision, the civilian-pilot30d. passen Rexs. Will die; the-fighter pilot wi
eith\g-ejectorﬂyhomg " ' d AR . ':u #
rite 10 your representative and Congress le to is .now,
HOW?HRD:-:I:RA&D dq - & I.’;OP j;:" C .
11 cArthur Roa ,&(3‘ W M i
b 1

Don’t expand the fange
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. and Mrs. John Warner
1139 West State Street
Marshfield, Wisconsin 54449

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Warner

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concemning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Because you submitted your comments prior to the close of
the public comment period for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), we have forwarded
your letter to the appropriate action office so that your comments may be considered in the Final
EIS. In your letter, you expressed concern about the safety of our operations. Let us assure you
that safety is of paramount importance to the Guard. The Guard has established a 1-800 number
and other measures that will be implemented if the proposed expansion goes forward. These
measures are designed to enhance safety by ensuring civilian pilots are informed about Guard
activities to the maximum extent possible. In addition, our pilots must comply with Federal
Aviation Regulations (FARs) prescribing minimum distances and altitudes from obstructions,
people, and population. The Guard will continue to ensure that its aircrews arc aware of and
adhere to all rules and regulations governing flight operations. Finally, the Guard employs a
comprehensive program of evaluation or “check rides,” recurring refresher training, simulator
training, and pre- and post-flight mission briefings as part of its operational safety program.

We trust the information provided is useful.

Sincer

’ ;W'Z

STRPHEN D. BULL, Il
Colonel, USAF
Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division
. 8(;)fﬁce of Legislative Liaison




ROBERT |.

MARSHF[ELDCLIN[C EXECUTIVE [

October 2‘1", 1997

Harry A. Knudsen, Jr., Chief

Planning Branch

Air National Guard Environmental Dmsxon
ANG/CEVP

3500 Fetchet Avenue

Andrews AFB, MD 20762-5157

Dear Mr. Knudsen:

Both as a member of the Marshfield Area Chamber of Commerce & Industry (MACCI) Board of
Directors and a representative of Marshfield Clinic, I wish to officially go on record opposing the
expansion of the Hardwood Air-to-Surface Gunnery Range and Associated Airspace Actions. As a
member of the medical community, this expansion would affect the safety of the crew and
passengers of the Spirit of Marshfield medical emergency helicopter based at Marshfield St.
Joseph's Hospital. This service is a regional medical emergency air transport system which has a
very successful safety record. We wish to minimize danger to our patients, the medical personnel
and flight crew created by expansion. In addition, Marshfield Clinic serves many Wisconsin rural
communities by transporting medical specialists to them from the Marshfield airport. The
expansion would negatively affect flights at the Marshfield airport.

We do recognize the importance of military readiness, and the need to acknowledge our national
defense needs. At the same time, we are requesting an evaluation of the other seven options
outlined in the Environmental Impact Statement.

I will not go into a detailed discussion of other concerns expressed by the MACCI Board. Those

concerns have been expressed to you in a separate mailing from Ms. Barb Fleisner, MACCI's
Executive Director.

Please feel free to call on me if you have further questions about our conceras.

KME) W

ROBERT J. DE VITA
Executive Director

-

RDV:mb
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

March 13, 1998
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Robert J. DeVita

Executive Director

Marshfield Clinic

1000 North Oak Avenue
Marshfield, Wisconsin 54449-5777

Dear Mr. DeVita

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
regarding the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard {Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Let us assure you that the Guard has taken and will continue
to take measures to ensure safety for all aircraft. The Guard has established a 1-800 number and
other measures that will be implemented if the proposed expansion goes forward. These
measures are designed to maximize safety by ensuring civilian pilots are informed about Guard
activities to the maximum extent possible. They should also ensure that emergency medical
flights are able to safely traverse military training airspace. Discussions with the medical
emergency services organization have taken ptace and will continue so that this valuable service
is not impeded by military aircraft operations. Finally, the proposed expansion of the Hardwood
Range does not involve expanding laterally any existing airspace other than the restricted area
directly associated with the range. Therefore, we anticipate no impact on the local airport serving
Marshfield. Ingress and egress will continue as it exists today.

We hope this information is helpful. Because you submitted your comments prior to the
close of the public comment period for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), we have

forwarded your comments to the appropriate action office so that they may be considered in the
Final EIS.

Sincerely -

STEPHEN D. BULL, Il
Colonel, USAF
Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division
ngffice of Legislative Liaison



Mirs. Marilee Greene
8285 First Street )

Pittsville, WI 54466 7 ey

TRSY -3 Fil 3: 34
October 25, 1997

AIR NATIONAL GUARD RE. HARDWOOD RANGE EXPANSION

Dear Sir or Madam,

1 am writing to voice my CORCerms and objections to the expansion of the
Hardwood Bombing Range. -

Living and working in and around the proposed expansion area makes me more

than just a concerned county citizen, but rather someone who will be directly affected by
the decision.

One of my concerns is that of loss of tax dollars to our county:” The expansion
will be removing at least one and possibly more productive and thus tax paying cranberry
marshes from our tax roles. It is also proposing to replace jost county recreational lands
in the expansion area by purchasing private Jands in the Cary Bluff arca which will also
incur a loss of dollars to our county. We as a county will not reap any tax benefits in
returil. .

Working on many cranberty marshes weekly in my summer job as a cranberry ¢op
scout, 1 have spent plenty of time listening to the noise of the practice flights. Your EIS
addresses this issue in mumbers-in reality the sound is so loud that one can not engage in a
normal conversation outdoors when the planes are overhead - some making several circles
of the area before departing. With the increased flights, this irritation and possible
detriment to our hearing will only increase.

With the expansion, the flight area will also expand, extending the areas which will
be subjected to this noise. The EIS states an increase of almost 1/3 in the Pittsville area.
(A community where many people are shift workers and sleep during daytime hours.
Many of whom will be awakened by this increase in noise.)

1 also am concerned about the restrictions of the Spirit of Marshfield flights. In -
our remote areas this long awaited service saves many precious minutes in saving some

ones life. 1f they are prevented from flying through or need to fly around, much time may
be wasted.

“There are also the environmental concerns regarding endangeted and threatened
wildiife in the expansion area, along with the concerns of the effects of increased noise
levels on wildlife and domestic animals in the flight area. 1 had a farmer friend who several
years ago had cattle spooked by low flying planes during practice fights. Thiswasina
area north of Pittsville, several miles from the bombing range.
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There is also the remote possibility of accidental piane crashes. 1 know statistically
g with remote possibilities is

it is a remote possibility-but a concern never-the-less. Alon,
ming a military target should there ever be a

the possibility of Central Wisconsin beco
major war. Neither possibility is something I am comfortable with.
ources available to us.

and increased tax base.
others and definitely

community with many natural res
We are also in a fairly populated county with room for expansion
1 feel the expansion of the range will only limit our attractiveness to
affect our quality of life. WE DON'T WANT IT HERE!

We live in a nice, quiet

Sincerely,

Mrs. Marilee Greene
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFZE OF THE SECRETARY

March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mrs. Marilee Greene
8285 First Street
Pittsville, Wisconsin 54466

Dear Mrs. Greene

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. The Guard is currently drafting the Final Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed expansion. The issues and concerns you and other
citizens raised during the public comment period about potential impacts to the environment and
local economy and the results of consultations with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service
and the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources on endangered and threatened
species issues will be addressed in the Final EIS. Because you submitted your comments prior to
the close of the public comment period for the EIS, we have forwarded your letter to the
appropriate action office so that it may be considered in the Final EIS. You may request and
receive a copy of the Final EIS when it becomes available.

You have also relayed certain concerns you have about the safety of our operations in the
area. Let us assure you that safety is of paramount importance to the Guard. The Guard has
established a 1-800 number and other measures that will be implemented if the proposed
expansion goes forward. These measures are designed to enhance safety by ensuring civilian
pilots are informed about Guard activities to the maximum extent possible. They should also
ensure that emergency medical flights are able to safely traverse military training airspace.
Discussions with the medical emergency services organization have taken place and will
continue so that this valuable service is not impeded by military aircraft operations. In addition,
our pilots must comply with Federal Aviation Regulations (FARs) prescribing minimum
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distances and altitudes from obstructions, people, and population. The Guard will continue to
ensure that its aircrews are aware of and adhere to all rules and regulations governing flight
operations. Finally, the Guard employs a comprehensive program of evaluation or “check rides,”

recurring refresher training, simulator training, and pre- and post-flight mission briefings as part
of its operational safety program.

We trust the information provided is useful.

Sincerely

STERHEN D. BULL, I1I

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 203301000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. David J. Ginter
3909 Searles Road
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 54495

Dear Mr. Ginter

The Honorable Herb Koh}, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your jetter
concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations, We have noted the issues and concerns you raised about the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Because you voiced your concerns prior to the close of
the public comment period for the Draft EIS, your comments will be forwarded to the appropriate
office for further action. The Guard is currently formulating responses to the issues you and
other citizens raised during the public comment period. These responses will be contained in the
forthcoming Final EIS. We will ensure that you are on the mailing list to receive a copy of the

Final EIS. If you have any further questions upon your review of these materials, please contact
the Program Manager for the EIS at the following address:

Program Manager, Hardwood Range Expansion
ANG/CEVP

3500 Fetchet Avenue

Andrews AFB, Maryland 20762-5157

We trust the information provided is useful.

Sincerely

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division
Office of Legislative Liaison
1-96



12001 Cty.Rd. Z
Nekoosa, W1 54457

November 4,1997 g7 wny |2 AMIl: L

11.5. Sen. Herbert Kohl
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Kohl,

I'm writing you in regard to the proposed expansion of the Hardwood Range near Nekoosa Wisconsin.
As a Wood county resident who resides near this practice range, I urgently request your participation. |
along with a large number of citizens am opposed to this expansion. 1 do not feel the military has shown
any justification for this project. The National Guard wishes to take 7,100 acres of publicly and privately
owned land and add it to their existing 7,900 acres. The federal government already owns 75,000
undeveloped acres of land right near the range in Junean County. Why should they buy more land in Wood
County? Are we being told the whole story, or do they have some hidden agenda? With the downsizing of
the military and base closures this is hypocritical. Certainly there must be better options to consider. 1
would find it hard to believe that there are no bombing ranges available in less populated areas.

This land in jeopardy is utilized by many people. Uses include berry picking, hunting, snowmobiling,bird
watching, etc. This land is also home to several species of animals. I do not want to se¢ this land poliuted
with debris from ammunition or targets. They currently practice on old Jeeps and oil tanks. What happens
to the residue from the engine oil and anti-freeze? We do not need to destroy any more of our natural
resources or habitat.

We all understand the need for our military defense, but this appears 0 stretch beyond the necessary.
Please help us in our fight to preserve our ever diminishing lands.

Thank you,

T lapnres WHask D

Thomas J. Mask

Ps. During our evening meal we had to endure the rumble of jet engines, which is continuing as [ write this
letter.

1-97



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Thomas J. Mask
12001 County Road Z
Nekoosa, Wisconsin 54457

Dear Mr. Mask

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
arcas where we conduct operations. Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.
The administrative record will serve as a source of information for any decision made with
regard to the proposed expansion. Your concerns about the need for the proposed expansion and
possible impacts to the environment will be fully addressed in the Final Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS). Generally speaking, however, the Guard needs the Hardwood Range expansion
in order to effectively train aircrews on tactics developed for aircraft stationed in the region and
deployed to Volk Field. As to recreational opportunities, the Guard anticipates little or no
adverse impact to recreational use of lands in the area of the proposed expansion. Finally, the

Guard conducts its training on targets only after engine oil and anti-freeze are removed from the
target vehicles.

We trust the information provided is useful.

Colénel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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November 4, 1997

o7 KOY -7 Ailll: 51

Honorable Senator Herb Kohl:

1o the proposed Hardwood Bombing Range

This letter is written to urge your opposition
xpansion including:

expansion in Wood County Wisconsin, There are many Feasons o oppose this €

1. Questionable spending justification
and users and environmentalists

9. Nearly unenimous opposition by neighbors, 1
3. Severely lacking environmental impact studies (based on newspaper reports)

4. Availability of acceptable cost effective options.

Enclosed is a copy of a letter sent to the Air National Guard with my reason for opposition.
is the right thing to do for

While some of my reasons ar¢ selfish, 1 believe that opposing the expansion

Wisconsin and America.
Sincerely,
Do \As Do,
on

Danjel §. Pet
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November 4, 1997

Program Manager
Hardwood EIS Environmental Division
Air National Guard

Dear Sir:

The purpose of this letter is to urge to reconsider the expansion of the Hardwood Bombing Range
in Wood County Wisconsin. As a regular user of the jand in the proposed expansion area, 1 stand to lose
a significant source of recreation as does my family. While my reasons for opposing this expansion
appear seifish, they sre shared by virtually all private landowners involved as well as the county board.
With such unanimous opposition from the environnentalists, Indian tribes, recreational users and the
surrounding coramunities, would it ot be smarter to expand the training opportunities in areas where the
federal government owns the land and is welcomed by its neighbors?

Sincerely,

RS, P

Daniel 1. Petérson

cc Sen. Russ Feingoid wi
Sen. Herb Kohl W1
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

GFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Daniel J. Peterson
608 Nicolet Boulevard
Menasha, Wisconsin 54952

Dear Mr. Peterson

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.
Your concerns about possible impacts on recreation will be fully addressed in the Final
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). However, the Guard anticipates little or no adverse
impact to recreational use of lands in the area of the proposed expansion.

We trust the information provided is useful.

STEPHEN D. BULL, I

Coldnel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legisiative Liaison
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November &, 1997

Bruce Barrett MD PhD
2038 Irwin Place
Madison WI 353713

Col., Kent Adama@]Nﬂ?S‘ Lﬁlﬁ‘lg
Pragram Manager - Hardwood Range EIS
Air National Guard CEVP

3500 Fetchet Ave

Andrews AFB MD 2076Z-S5157

Dear Sir:

I am utterly amazed. Ig it true that the military wvants to
condemn county forests in Wisconsin for use as a bombing range?

If so, and if this goes beyond the planning stage, you can
count on vecal, visible and videspread resistance. I expect that
editorizls. petitions and lawsuits will be complemented by
protests, demonstrations, and civil disobedience of the most
ac-ive sort., I personally vill help see to it that the noses of
the responcsible parties be rubbed in the most egregious material
imaginable.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

oz E/gerb Kohl

Russ Feingold
T. Thampson
Ed Garvey

1-102



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRFTARY

March 13, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Dr. Bruce Barrett
2038 Irwin Place
Madison, Wisconsin 53713

Dear Dr. Barrett

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concerning the Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.
The administrative record will serve as a source of information for any decision made with

regard to the proposed expansion.
Sincerely_\
STEPHEN D. BULL, Il

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division .

Office of Legislative Liaison

We trust this information is useful.
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SO/ SAVINGS BANK

November 6, 1997

Program Manager, Hardwood EIS
Environmental Division

Air National Guard CEVP

3500 Fetchet Avenue

Andrews AFB, Maryland 20762-5157

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am writing this letter to oppose the intended expansion of the Hardwood Air-To-Surface
Gunnery Range in Wood County, Wisconsin.

Although [ am very much in agreement that we need a strong, well prepared military, I am not
sure expansion in Central Wisconsin is the place to do so. With the Pentagon and the Federal
Base Closure Commission closing bases throughout the country, I would think one of these bases
would be an ideal candidate.

The Central Wisconsin area is trying to attract industry to our area and the expansion of this range
would have a negative impact on general aviation and air commerce at the Marshfield Municipal
Airport, along with the emergency helicopter flights of the Spirit of Marshfield, based at St.
Joseph's Hospital. If expansion is an absolute necessity, [ would suggest to expand in Juneau
County where the Federal Government owns 75,000 acres of undeveloped land.

In closing, I ask that you reconsider the expansion of the Hardwood Range in Wood County for
the economic and social benefit of the Marshfieid area.

Sincersly,

1 Cﬁ/ -"/ -

nn C. Toltzm;
President

OCT/ge
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

March 13, 1998

CFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Orin C. Toltzman
President

Marshfield Savings Bank
Post Office Box 608
Marshfield, Wisconsin 54449

Dear Mr. Toltzman

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
regarding the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Pubtic input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. The proposed action for the Hardwood Range expansion
does not involve expanding laterally any existing airspace other than the restricted area directly
associated with the range. Therefore, we anticipate no impact on the local airport serving
Marshfield. Ingress and egress will continue as it exists today. Also, coordination with the
medical emergency services organization is ongoing to ensure this valuable service is not
impeded by military aircraft operations.

We trust this information is helpful. Because you submitted your comments prior to the
close of the public comment period for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), we have

forwarded your comments to the appropriate action office so that they may be considered in the
Final EIS.

Sincerely \

STEPHEN D. BULL, Il

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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Author: Eileen Seeger at KCHL-MILWAUKEE

Date: 11/6/97 11:22 AM

Priority: Normal .

TO: Mike Weiss at KOHL-DC

Subject: pc . ; .

————————— E----—-—---- . -— Message Con&-’it.‘Nn-v-—:]——EH--'-'D-‘-"-Z------—--—-------—-------—-
—Sha has concerns about water contamination, wild life and how it will
be effected and increased air traffic.

RE: Prosed Expansion of Hardwood Bombing range.
HK: Please keep this bombing range from expanding.
Susan Presser

Routa 2. Box €9

Gays Mills, WI 54631
608-872-2109
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

“FFHCE OF THE SECRETARY

March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Ms. Susan Presser
Route 2 Box 69
Gays Mills, Wisconsin 54631

Dear Ms. Presser

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air Nationa} Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.
The administrative record will serve as a source of information for any decision made with
regard to the proposed expansion.

We trust the information provided is useful.

Sincerel

S

SKEPHEN D. BULL, 11

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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Nov. 9, 1997
1081 2nd. St.
Port Edwards, WI 54469

g
]

e

g

Senator Kohl Y RTAER
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

a4

Dear Senator Kohl,

Here I am again, writing to ask you to help in stopping
the Wisconsin ANG's plan to expand the Hardwood Bombing
Range into Wood County Forest land.

It will be almost impossible for the Wood County Board
to finance and find 7,137 acres of forest and private land
(975 acres) in Wood County to replace what the ANG wants to
take out for their proposed expansiocn of the Hardwood Range.

I am taking the following information from the ANG'S
DEIS of Aug. 1997. On pages 2.24 to 2-28 you'll find a
discussion of NOISE. Which is considered to "be one of the
most important factors addressed in the analyses asociated
with this EIS. They use two measures, the LdnmrdB and the
SEL 45db, 65db. You can see here how complicated they
measure noise levels.

They use computer modeling programs for noise
measurements. 27 ground locations were modeled. The results
are summarized in two charts on pages 2-26 and 2-27.

All of the numbers are below 90db. How can this be
when we have all heard the noise of low flying jets as they
fly into and out of the Hardwood Range?

They have averaqged the daily night and day noises. It
{s the way they figure but it is not the way we in Wood
County will hear the noise of more than 4,000 f1ights into
and out of Hardwood.

On page 2-27 in the 3rd paragraph we read..."The
relative rarity of individual noise events supports the
conclusion that there would be no significant noise impact
from aircraft operations elther in the MOAs or at the
Hardwood Range."”

An "individual noise event" has to mean an individual
aircraft coming in on a pombing and or strafing run. This
DEIS is not an honest measure of ‘the noise levels.

Especially when the ANG will lower and higher the
altitudes they now use when they move to an expanded range.

I have been in the sandhill Wildlife Refuge when ANG
jet planes have come OVer at tree top level and the ground
shakes with the noise level. You want to lay down and cover
your body until it goes awvay.

There are other parts of the ANG's DEIS that are
confusing with charts and words that only support their plan
to take over irreplaceable Wood County land.

Would you consider forwarding my letter to: Program
Manager, Hardwood E1S, Environmental Div. Air National Guard
Readiness Center /CEVP, 3500 Fetchet Ave., Andrevs AFE MD
20762-5157. We need to get the word to them sooOn.
Sincerely,

Patricia Buehler Thank you for your support.
i ~ - . 1-109
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

QFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Ms. Patricia Buehler
1081 2¢0d Street
Port Edwards, Wisconsin 54469

Dear Ms. Buehler

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond
to your letter concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern.
Public input is important to the Guard, and we use it in making decigions which
may affect citizens who live in areas where we conduct operations. We have noted
your concerns about possible noise impacts associated with the proposal. Your
comments are well taken. Noise volumes will increase slightly in most areas
surrounding the range and proposed expansion area. However, this increase will
not exceed health standards and, in most cases, will be so small that it will not be
detected by persons on the ground. Because you voiced your concerns about noise
and other potential impacts prior to the close of the public comment period for the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), your letter will be forwarded to the
appropriate office for further action. The Guard is currently formulating responses
to the issues you and other citizens raised during the public comment period. These
responses will be contained in the forthcoming Final EIS. We will ensure that you
are on the mailing list to receive a copy of the Final EIS. If you have any further

questions upon your review of these materials, please contact the Program Manager
for the EIS at the following address:

Program Manager, Hardwood Range Expansion
ANG/CEVP

3500 Fetchet Avenue
Andrews AYB, Maryland 20762-5157
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We trust the information provided is useful.

S HEN D. BULL, III

Colenel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

QFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Dale Gray

7475 Batterman Road

Post Office Box 13
Babcock, Wisconsin 54413

Dear Mr. Gray

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern, Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.
The administrative record will serve as a source of information for any decision made with
regard to the proposed expansion.

We trust the information provided is useful.

Sincerely

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division
Office of Legislative Liaison
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF FHE SECRETARY

March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Ms. Patricia Gray

7475 Batterrnan Road

Post Office Box 13
Babceock, Wisconsin 54413

Dear Ms. Gray

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.
The administrative record will serve as a source of information for any decision made with
regard to the proposed expansion.

We trust the information provided is useful.

STEPHEN D. BULL, Il

Colbnel, USAF

Chicf, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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November 12, 1997

97HDV\7'ﬂ\3=h6

U.S. Senator Herbert Kohl
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-4903

Dear Senator Kohl:

*small airplane run Over by military jec". Bxpect to read this headline
if we expand the Hardwood Range.

1 have been a commercial pilot in the Central Wisconsin area for thirty
years. HNever have I observed so many low flying military aircraft as I have
in the last few years. By low flying, I mean two to three hundred feet over
Marshfield and Neillsville. The military cannot seem LO keep their aireraft

where they are supposed to be. Enlarging the area will only make things even
more unsafe.

Another example of use of normal airspace by the military was observed

again on Saturday, October 18, 1997. I was doing flight training at Eau Claire,

Wisconsin, when four ¢-130's started making approaches into one of the only
full instrument runways in our area. To make matters even worse, the c-130's
then decided to hold in an area well known for sky diving.

Taking more land and saying it is for military training is ludicrous.
The military can go where and when it wants. So the question that 1 have is
"ghat about safety?”

There 1s also the question, "uhat effect will this range have on jet
arrivals into Chicago, Milwaukee, and Minneapolis, which now go around the
restricted areas?”

In conclusion, there {s no reason to expand the range. The military
will use what they need. The United States has enough restricted areas.
Let us just make better use of the ones that we have.

i really believe that there will be a jet running over a civilian air-’
craft (accident) if the expanded range becomes a reality. 1 can only hope
and pray that it is mot ome of the five pilots in this family.

Sinéerely,

7 )
,{j§§;¢‘2¢;6f2%2f520c4;c;
Daniel Maurer

410 N. Meadow Laune
Marshfield, WI 54449
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March t7, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mzr. Daniel Maurer
410 North Meadow Lane
Marshfield, Wisconsin 54449

Dear Mr. Maurer

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern, Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Because you submitted your comments prior to the close of
the public comment period for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), we have forwarded
your letter to the appropriate action office so that your comments may be considered in the Final
EIS. In your letter, you expressed concern about the safety of our operations. Let us assure you
that safety is of paramount importance to the Guard. The Guard has established a 1-800 number
and other measures that will be implemented if the proposed expansion goes forward. These
measures are designed to enhance safety by ensuring civilian pilots are informed about Guard
activities to the maximum extent possible. In addition, our pilots must comply with Federal
Aviation Regulations (FARs) prescribing minimum distances and altitudes from obstructions,
people, and population. The Guard will continue to ensure that its aircrews are aware of and
adhere to all rules and regulations governing flight operations. Finally, the Guard employs a
comprehensive program of evaluation or “check rides,” recurring refresher training, simulator
training, and pre- and post-flight mission briefings as part of its operational safety program.

We trust the information provided is useful.

Colonel, USAF _

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

7Ofﬁce of Legislative Liaison
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Author: UsexMad at KOHL~-MADISON

Date: 11/12/97 3:40 EM

pPriority: Normal y

10: Mike Weiss at KOHL-DC .

Subject: pC .

—————— ——————— i T 0, 1——&6“1[-‘!?&3 Eﬁétc‘nﬁenta ------- e ————— T T ———————— -
Matthew Marty
2518 East Mifflin
Madison, WI 53704

Mr. Marty wants senator Kohl to speak ocut AGRINST the WI tpternational
Guard acquiring 7000 acres in Wood County which will used for a
pratice bombing range
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 203320-1000

OFFGE OF THE SECRETARY

March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Matthew Marty
2518 East Mifflin
Madison, Wisconsin §3704

Dear Mr. Marty

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.
The administrative record will serve as a source of information for any decision made with
regard to the proposed expansion.

We trust the information provided is useful.

STEPHEN D. BULL, Il

Colbnel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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November 12, 1997

Program Manager, Hardwood EIS
Environmental Division

Air National Guard CEVP

3500 Fetchet Ave.

Andrews AFB, MD 20762-5157

RE: Hardwood Air Expansion

This letter is written to state my opposition to expansion of the Hardwood Air to Surface Gunnery
Range. As a CPA and member of our community Industrial Park Authority I am very involved in
the business community and the economic heaith of the community. Any actions that will restrict
our access to our local airport would have a detrimental impact on artracting new business as well
as retaining and expanding our existing business base.

The Marshfield community is a major hub of medical services and this expansion could have a

ﬁnggi_vgjmngg_on the ability of the medical helicopter transports to serve our area. Therefore I
lieve expansion of this Hardwood Range should not be done at this time.

Sincerely,

tefonik
Certifi blic Accountant

PMS:Imh
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

March 13, 1998
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Phillip M. Stefonik

503 South Cherry Avenue

Post Office Box 960

Marshfield, Wisconsin 54449-0960

Dear Mr. Stefonik

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
regarding the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. The proposed action for the Hardwood Range expansion
does not involve expanding laterally any existing airspace other than the restricted area directly
associated with the range. Therefore, we anticipate no impact on the local airport serving
Marshfield. Ingress and egress will continue as it exists today. Also, coordination with the

medical emergency services organization is ongoing to ensure this valuable service is not
impeded by military aircraft operations.

We trust this information is helpful. Because you submitted your comments prior to the
close of the public comment period for the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), we have
forwarded your comments to the appropriate action office so that they may be considered in the

Final EIS.
=

STEPHEN D. BULL, 1II

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison

Sincerely
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john €. Wigand 797 Thommas Drive
Sun Prairie. Wisconsin 535902377

Phone 602-837-9238 .

12 Nov 97 "

- Senator Herb Kokl =3

14 W. Mifflin Street 3

" Madison, WI 53703 —
<
Dear Senator Kohl:

Please find attached a letter sent to the Program Manager at Andrews AFB regarding the proposed plans for
expansion of the practice bombing range in Wood County. I want you to know of my feclings regarding this issue
and respectfully request that you join your constituents in voicing your opinion regarding this issue. I recognize
that this is onc of many important issues f3cing our state curremly... but as you may be aware, there is a hearing
scheduled for Nov 21st. I hope vou will be able to find time from the burdens of your schedule to comment and
help put a stop to the ludicrous plans of the Air National Guard and the Air Force.
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797 Thomas Drive
Sun Prairie. Wisconsin 33590-2377

Phone 608-837-9248

12 Nov &7

Program Manager Hardwood E.LS.
Air National Guard CEVP

3300 Fechet Ave.

Andrews AFB, MD. 20760-5157

To Whom It May Concern:

This is 1o inform you of my disgust to learn of the tactics employed by the Air National Guard regarding the so
cxlled azquisition of public lands in Wood County, Wisconsin The concdemnation of public property and the
manipulation of statistics represents an outrage and continues the litany of abuses historically perpetrated by all
branches of the military in furthering its own agenda. These kinds of policy decisions always reflect the myopic
perspective of a few misguided individuals. irrespective of true need and the desires and wishes of the people
affected by policy. g

1 wish 10 go on record as opposcd to the cxpansion of the low level flight plan for Wood County or any other site
either inside or outside the borders of the stale of Wisconsin. [ plan on sharing my sentiment with my elected
officials and others and asking them 1o look into and speak to this issuc as well.

Sincerely.

John C. Wigand
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330- 1000

FFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March 13, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. John C. Wigand
14 West Mifflin Street
Madison, Wisconsin 53703

Dear Mr. Wigand

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
conceming the Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.
The administrative record will serve as a source of information for any decision made with
regard to the proposed expansion.

We trust this information is useful,

Sincerely

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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, Joseph M. Rusch i, Clerx
97 017 g a;
November 13, 1997

Mr, Herbert Kohl, Senator
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC  20510-4903

Dear Mr. Kohi:
Re: Proposed Hardwood Bombing Range Expansion in South Wood County

The Nekoosa Common Council has gone on record as opposing the proposed expansion
of the Hardwood Bombing Range into South Wood County, Wisconsin.

A map of the proposed expansion has been enclosed. This map was preﬁared by the Air
National Guard Bureau located at Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland

We realize the critical role Military Airpower plays in the protection of domestic and
foreign interests of the United States; however, this military facility should remain in
Juneau County, Wisconsin. '

Federally owned land in Juncau County is available near the existing Hardwood Range
which would meet the Federal Government’s needs in assuring the future of this facility
as well as the economic benefits the communities of Mauston, Necedah, New Lisbon,
and Camp Douglas receive from the Military facilities located in that region of
Wisconsin. -

Your efforts to keep this facility from éxpanding into South Wood County would be
greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

CITY OF NEKOO

M. =

Joseph M. Rusch II
City Clerk

Enclosures
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

QFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Joseph M. Rusch, II
City Clerk

City of Nekoosa

951 Market Street
Nekoosa, Wisconsin 54457

Dear Mr. Rusch

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion,

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.
The administrative record will serve as a source of information for any decision made with
regard to the proposed expansion.

We trust the information provided is useful.

STEPHEN D. BULL, Il

Coldnel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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The Honorable Herb Kohl .
Q7
- !‘.‘n V ] 7 [ XETY
I am writing 1o express my swong support for the Air Natigﬁﬂlah‘@and the proposed Hardwood
Range Expansion and associated airspace actions.

The Air National Guard currently makes up over one third of the Air Force and this number is
expected to increase. 1 want the men and women serving this country to have training opportunitics that
allow them to perform their military missions and return home safely to their families, homes and jobs.

I am a taxpayer. | want our government (o operate as cost effectively as possible. [ also believe
we need a strong military for occasions when our interests are challenged. The Air National Guard does
both. They perform over 15% of the missions with 18% of the people and only 6% of the Air Force
Budget. They are training more intensely then ever with the most technically advanced equipment
available. They are citizens who work and live in our communities as full time employees, and are
members of the armed forces in their spare time. Increasing reliance on the Guard for ihe overseds
operations makes local training even more important as it helps reduce the need to take traditional members

out of the work force for training periods to other installations. Their commitment is enormous and
deserves our support.

Units that train in Volk Field managed airspace are flying in some of the most sensitive areas of
the world today. In the past year alone, the 185" Fighter Wing, Sioux City, lowa and the 132" Fighter
Wing, Des Moines, lowa spent month long rotations in the sKies over northern lraq. This calendar year,
Wisconsin’s own | 15* Fighter Wing has and will serve two rotations enforcing United Nations sanctions in
the skies over lraq. Aircrews train to perform these real workd mission at Hardwood range and in the Vol

Field managed airspace.
1 urge you to support the expansion of Hardwood Range. The men and Women who serve this

country with so much pride and dedication have eamned and deserve that support.

Sincerely,
Ty € AN

Lynn E. Howard, MAIJ, WIANG
Deputy Commander. 115™ Aircraft Generation Squadron
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Major Lynn E. Howard
Wisconsin Air National Guard
5383-410 Mariner's Cove Drive
Madison, Wisconsin 53704

Dear Major Howard

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concem. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Your corresponidence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.
The administrative record will serve as a source of information for any decision made with
regard to the proposed expansion.

We trust the information provided is useful.

Cobonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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November 14*. 1997
Dear Representative Schneider: .

1 am opposed to the expansion of the Hardwood Bombing Range in Juncau and Wood counties. There are
several reasons for this:

1. In vears past while hunting around the range in Wood. Juneau, Clark, and Jackson counties, the noise
level from planes bombing was so deafening that I couldn't even hear a bird flush. How bad will it
get with all the extra flights that they want? Also, how much extra stress will this put on wildlife, as
well on the people living in these areas?

2. With the guards taking the extra 6,162 acres of land, this will take-away from the public who use this
land for hunting, sight-seeing, berry picking, and many more uses. Where will this land be replaced?
It simply cannot!! : ‘ ‘

3. As of late there have been many Military planes crashing. With all the extra flights at the range this
will have the potential of more crashes in this area, making it more dangerous for the people living in
the surrounding areas. Over 2,000 sorters per year with Dights as low as 300 feet will be included in
the new training sorts.

4. Air and water quality are also a concern. What extra strain will this pot on our wildlife, such as
migratory birds. deer, coon. partridge, squirrel, rabbits, and many others?

$.  What impact will this have on the Sandhill Wildlife area, Meadow Valley, and the Necedah Wildlife
Refuge arcas?

6. lamalsomnmedmmmmno:gctﬁngmehdpmmmwamﬁomwSmechmmﬁvwmm
we need ItseemstomethatthcA.N.G.hasbecnuyingtoswayourrepxmmﬁmmtheirsidc.by
giving them rides in their fighter jets. Wouldlheyalsobewimngtogivethepublicthesesame
opportunities? ' :

9 What about the privaie lands they want — Cranberry Growers, Tree Farmers, and Sportsmen, etc.?
1'm not very sure that they want their lands taken from them.

8 ThcremonlyafewthatfavorlheHardwoodexpansion,againstmanythatdon’twantit It seems to
me that the AN.G, isgoingtoramuﬁsdownthepuhlic'sthmat.whethenheyl&eitornot!

lamnmagainsllheA.N.G.andthinkthatmetniningisaﬁtalmninpmtecﬁngmooumry. There are
alternatives to the expansion of the Hardwood Range. Many Airforce Bases have been closed in the past.
making them available for use. Thcmmmnnyamsinﬂwcoumrythalmnotpopldatedandnotinuse.
like this area currently is. Why is the AN, G.soimentonth.isamthatthcywillgotoanylengthstoget
what they want. against all of the people that don't want it?

Thank you for taking time to read my concerns on this issue. Any consideration concerning the
Hardwood Expansion wouid be very much appreciated.

Sincerely.

Robert F. Engel
12130 52™ Street South
Wisconsin Rapids. W1 54394
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MARLIN D. SCHNEIDER

State Representative
Tand Assembly Disitit

Office:

Stare Capiwl

P.O. Bax 3953

Madisun. WI 33708

{6U8) 266-0215

Fix: (608) 266-3955

Tolt-free: 1-888-529-0072

Email: Rep.Schncidend legis.state. wi.uy

Home:

3820 Southbrook Lane
Wisconsin Rapids. Wi 54494
(715) 4231223

Mr. Robert F. Engel
12130 52" Street, S.

WISCONSIN STATE ASSEMBLY

ASSISTANT MINORITY LEADER
November 20, 1997

Wisconsin Rapids, Wl 54494

Dear Mr. Engel:

Membert

Commuses va Axwmibly {gamzanon
Commiliee on Edwatnon

Fducanonsi Commuanzations Board
Commnise vt Guvernment Operabons
Jjom: Commutee on informanon Policy
Counaii un Information Technokogy

Joime |egshative Counal

Joum Comumutiee on Legislanve Organizano
loims Survey Commuize on Retrement S5y 5
Commitiee on Rules '
Commuire o0 Rural Affaies

Saue Capitci aod Execuuve Residence Boyr
Joant Survey Commutiee on Tax Exempuiony
Comemites on Veterans and Miliary Affairs
Nauonat Conference of Stite Legistawres
Councal of Sute Goverments

Thank you for your recent letter urging me to vote against the Hardwood
Range Expansion.

I understand your concems in this very important matter. However, this is an
issue that is before Congress and | will not have an opportunity to vote onit. |
am taking the liberty of forwarding your letter to U. S. Senator Herb Koh! so that
he will be aware of your views on this issue.

Again, thank you for your letter. Hearing from concemed citizens is always
helpful to me as a legislator, so please don't hesitate to contact me whenever

issues of special concern to you are bsfore the State Legislature.

Sincerely,

MARLIN D. SCHNEIDER
Assistant Minority Leader

mep/p
cc: Senator Herb Kohi
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

March 13, 1998

QFFCE OF THE SECRETARY

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Robert F. Engel
12130 52™ Street South
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 54494

Dear Mr. Engel

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
regarding the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. We have noted the issues and concerns you raised about the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Because you voiced your concems prior to the close of
the public comment period for the EIS, your comments will be forwarded to the appropriate
office for further action. The Guard is cucrently formulating responses to the issues you and
other citizens raised during the public comment period. These responses witl be contained in the
forthcoming Final EIS. We will ensure that you are on the mailing list to receive a copy of the
Final EIS. If you have any further questions upon your review of these materials, please contact
the Program Manager of the EIS at the address listed below:

Program Manager, Hardwood Range Expansion
ANG/CEVP

3500 Fetchet Avenue
Andrews AFB, Maryland 20762-5157

We trust the information provided is useful.

Sincerely

STEPHEN D. BULL, I

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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Novemper 15, 1997

state Rep. Marlin schneider
P.0, Box 8953
Madison, N; 53708 .

Dear Marlin,

I am writing this to express my OPPOSITION to the axpansion of
the Hardwood Bombing Range.

The expansion is unnecessary. Use other axisting ranges or
bages or the 75,000 acres the govarnment Owns in Juneau County.
From the figures 1've read, an additional 7100 acres will not be
enough for multiple approaches. 1f 22,400 acres is needed, and
7929 acres 18 being used nNOW, by adding 7137 Wood County acres,
the total is 15,066 acres. Therefore there ig a shortage of
7334 acres. Now what? Take another 7334 acres from whom?

1t is a waste of taxpayer’'s dollars to close some military
facilities while spending more money %O expand the range here,
especially in 1ight of a jarge amount of public opposition.

Consolidated Papers Inc. would not purchase timper from the
range due to metal and other foreign object contamination.
Losing 7137 acres is a big concern.

There will be an increase in noise to a larger area if the range
is expanded. '

Recreation 1ands will be lost and there will be an adverse

environment31 jmpact along with nesting problems for eagles,
falcons, wolves, etc. The axpansion could impact the sandhill
wildlife area, Meadow Valley and Necedah Wildlife Refuge.
1t appears for me: cost is high, penefit is low!
sincerely,
L \ .. \
/S—&a\- Qe tia
Joan Allen

438 Brentwood Drive
Wwisconsin Rapids, Wl 54494

-

f)'--i-t.‘_... e .LL-I'\_&{.' ‘5/3-0‘- e &— AL THau A-W/Lu.c?
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November 15,1997

Program Manager

Hardware EIS

Environmental Division

Air Natiocnal Guard Readiness Center/CEVP
3500 Fetchet Avenue

Andrews AFB, MD 20762-51577

Dear Sir:

I am writing this to express my OPPOSIT:ON to the expansion of
the Hardwood 8ombing Range. e

B8eing a professional piIot, I am well aware of the vast amount
of airspace and tand already controlled by the armed services
for training. I support training, but I strongly oppose
additional land being added for this purpose. There are
currently more than enough training areas available. In some
parts of our country it is all but impossible to access civilian
airports adjacent to these areas. The Hardwood range as it
currently stands has created many serious conflicts with private
and commercial aviation.

I do not believe the government should take peocples land from
them without their consent, nor should the government install a
facility in an area where public opposition is so strong. The
government is supposed to be for the people not against them,

The expansion of the Hardwood range will have a very adverse
affect on the surrounding area, it will remove badly needed
recreational land, adversely effect wild 1ife habitat, and
destroy the dreams and livelihood of many landowners.

Use the existing training areas.

Sincerely,

Don Allen
436 Brentwood Drive
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
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. . UIND. SCHNEIDER :

epresentatwe
asembly Disirict

Office:

Stae Capital

P.Q. Box N933

Madison, Wl 33708

(608) 266-U21%

Fax: (608) 266-3953

Toll-tree: 1-R88-329.0G72

Email: Rep.Schneidenid legis.state. wi.ug

Home:

3820 Southbrook Lane
Wisconsin Rapids, W1 54494
(T15) 4231223

WISCONSIN STATE ASSEMBLY
ASSISTANT MINORITY LEADER
November 17, 1997

Mr. & Mrs. Don Allen
436 Brentwood Drive
Wisconsin Rapids, Wl * 54494

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Allen;

Member:

Ciuminies un saemmly { irganirduon
Commince vo Educatum

Fducanonal Communicanons foard
Commitee va Guvernment Operations

Jowmt Comantiee nn Informauon Poucy
Cuuncil on Informauon Technuiogy

Joue | zgishaive Councal

Jowne Commitiee on Legislative Organizatiun
nnt Survey Cummunge on Retitement 3y wie
Commatics on Rules

Commutice un Rural Affairs

Staie Capaot and Executive Resndence Guar.
Joint Survey Commaties on Tax Exemetzons
Commuttee vn Veierans and Mdiany Affairs
Nanonal Conference of Sune Legislatures
Council of Sue Coverments

Thank you for your recent letter urging me to vote against the Hardwood

Range Expansion.

I understand your concems in this very important matter. However, this is an
issue that is before Congress and | will not have an opportunity to vote on it. |
am taking the liberty of forwarding your letter to U. S. Senator Herb Kohl so that
he will be aware of your views on this issue.

Again, thank you for your letter. Hearing from concemed citizens Is always
helpful to me as a legislator, so please don't hesitate to contact me whenever

issues of special concem to you are before the State Legislature.

mep/p

Sincerely,

MARLIN D. SCHNEIDER
Assistant Minority Leader

cc: Senator Herb Kohl
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March 13, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Don and Joan Allen
436 Brentwood Drive
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 54494

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Allen

The Honorable Hetb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
regarding the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. The Guard is currently drafting the Final Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed expansion. The issues you and other citizens raised
during the public comment period about the potential impacts of the proposal will be addressed
in the Final EIS. You may request and receive a copy of the Final EIS when it becomes
available. As to the concerns you raised about access to civilian airports, the proposed action for
the Hardwood Range expansion does not involve expanding laterally any existing airspace other
than the restricted area directly associated with the range. Therefore, we anticipate no impact on
the local airport serving Marshfield. Ingress and egress will continue as it exists today.

We trust this information is useful.

STEPHEN D. BULL, Il

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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309 W. Upham

Marshfield, W1 5444997 | 7 Fi | 3 L0

November 15, 1997

U.S. Senator Herbert Kohl
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-4903

Dear Sen. Kohl:

I oppose the proposed expansion at the existing Hardwood Air-to-Ground Bombing
Range by the Wisconsin Air National Guard, and I hope you will, too.

The expansion would create long-term environmental problems, and the noise from the
increased bombing runs will negatively impact people nearby and along the flight routes.
There are also several wildlife species in the area that are either threatened or endangered,
and, reading the Air National Guard's Draft Environmental Impact Statement, it's clear
that very little is known about the long-term impact to these species by the expansion.

The expansion would take away 6,000-plus acres of Wood County Forest land from the
citizens of Wisconsin. Thousands of people use this land every year for a host of
recreational activities, and expansion of the range will mean a real loss for the people of
Central Wisconsin.

Finally, I'm also worried that letting the Guard take county forest land will set a dangerous
precedent. Such lands are meant for all Wisconsin citizens, yet this expansion into Wood
County land could mean similar losses in the future, and it is impossible to replace these
large, undeveloped tracts.

For these reasons, 1 hope you'll work to stop the proposed expansion at the Hardwood
Range. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
."/‘ .
u |
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon :
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Ms. Jean Doty
309 West Upham
Marshfield, Wisconsin 54449

Dear Ms. Doty

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concerning the Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
imporiant to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.
The administrative record will serve as a source of information for any decision made with
regard to the proposed expansion. Your concerns about possible impacts to recreation will be
addressed in the Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). However, the Guard anticipates
little or no adverse impact to recreational use of lands in the area of the proposed expansion. In
addition, please be advised that the Guard has consulted with the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service concerning possible impacts to sensitive and endangered species. The results of this
consultation will be included in the Final EIS.

We trust the information provided is useful.

slonel, USAF
Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division
Office of Legislative Liaison
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November 17: 1997

Program Manager, Hardwood EIS
Environmental Division

Air National Guard CEVP

3500 Fetchet Avenue

Andrews AFB, MD 20762-51%7

Program Manager,

Upon reviewing the DEIS I have the following comments on
several issues I feel were not adequately addressed:

The assessment for the number of aircraft that will use the
range is inaccurate. The actual flights exceed the
assessment, therefore, how can the public be sure how many
flights will be using the range? It's fact that fdreign
pilots train at Hardwood, why aren’'t the number of foreign
flights mentioned? Are these flights included in the current

assessment or are these flights in addition to the assessed
number?

"Unavoidable adverse impacts to water resources are -
anticipated to occur as a result of the Hardwood Range
expansion” is unacceptable. Further studies are required.
‘The DNR and USFWL have raised questions on the wetlands issue
and these concerns must be addressed. '

Studies are inconclusive on contaminants and toxic materials.
The Nevada Division of Environmental Protection claims
studies on the use of chaff are inadequate. Why hasn’t more
research been done on effects to humans and animals where
chaff is currently being used? The fibers in chaff are
ashbestos-like and could have serious health impacts on
humans. The fact remains that asbestos has been banned,
shouldn’'t more research occur on the use of chaff for the
same reasons asbestos was banned? Why hasn't more research
been done on potential environmental, ecological and health
impacts of using chaff on public, private, and tribal lands
and included in the DEIS? Studies must be completed on
effects chaff would have on the wetlands. _

Page 1
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Titanium and tetrachloride a poisonous gas is toxic to humans
and animals, DEIS fails to address the toxicity. At the
present time, no monitoring is being conducted on the
existing site, yet a small plume of contaminated ground water
was discovered in 1995. How much ground water will be
contaminated with the expansion? What is proposed to deal
with these contaminants? Shouldn't a solution be found to
control this polution?

Why haven’t Ho-Chunk issues been addressed? Such as, A

Memorandum Agreement and sites surveyed for sacred sites
and artifacts?

The cranberry industry is very important to Wood County and
the State of Wisconsin economically. How many dollars does
the cranberry industry contribute? Studies have indicated
cranberries are vital to good health and a preventative for
certain ailments. On-going studies relating to heart
disease are encouraging for the extended use of cranberries.
Shouldn't we be preserving the wetlands to produce *
cranberries for these very reasons? Cranberries are unique
to the cold climate wetlands, therefore, those lands can't
be substituted. Cranberry production and wetlands wildlife
co-habitate together with no adverse affects. Why hasn't
the DEIS provided more information relating to cranberries
as a health product?

Wood County Board unanimously opposes the range expansion.
Doesn't Wood County Board represent the people? The question
was presented to the military in regards to acquiring the
county land by eminent domain, and was to have been addressed
in the DEIS. Why wasn't 1it?

The landing strip is proposed to be developed on wetlands
where a high water table exists. Where will the fill come
from to fill in this land? What will be the cost to develop
Hardwood as currently proposed? Why wasn't a comparison
between a dollar savings and a dollar cost development figure
given for this entire proposal in the DEIS? Other projects
offer a realistic cost projection. The real costs for this
project must be addressed. Taxpayers have a right to know

what these costs will be. o

Aren't accidents more fredquent during take off and landings?
How then can it be stated that mishaps would not be
gsignificantly altered by the proposed action?

Page 2
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' When an F-16 crashed in Strum, Wisconsin in June of 1995 it
took three months and citizen contacts to Wisconsin senators
to finally get the military to remove hazardous materials.
How can we feel confident of efficient clean up in other
incidents with a history like this? How will wetlands be
affected if such an incident would occur and ground water

is contaminated, especially if cleanup doesn't begin until
several months after the accident?

When the DEIS concludes "no significant impacts” due to
inadequate research, and some research has indicated
potential problems, how can a conclusion like this be made
without addressing the problem? Why isn't adequate research
done to address the issue so an accurate conclusion.can be
made? How can a proposal such as this be developed with so
many issues inadequately addressed or not addressed at all
and be approved for development?

This concludes the request and questions I want addressed i
the final EIS. . :

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Pauline Evans
RR1 Box 63
Viroqua, Wi 54665

Page 3
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY March 13, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Ms. Pauline Evans
RR1Boxé63
Viroqua, Wisconsin 54665

Dear Ms. Evans

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
regarding the proposed Hardwood Range expansion. '

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concem. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. We have noted the issues and concerns you raised about the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Because you voiced your concerns prior to the close of
the public comment period for the EIS, your comments will be forwarded to the appropriate
office for further action. The Guard is currently formulating responses to the issues you and
other citizens raised during the public comment period. These responses will be contained in the
forthcoming Final EIS. We will ensure that you are on the mailing list to receive a copy of the

Final EIS. If you have any further questions upon your review of these materials, please contact
the Program Manager of the EIS at the address listed below:

Program Manager, Hardwood Range Expansion
ANG/CEVP

3500 Fetchet Avenue

Andrews AFB, Maryland 20762-5157

We trust the information provided is useful.

Sincerely

HEN D. BULL, Il

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY March 13, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mike and Marla Maleski
9821 64" Street, South
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 54494

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Maleski

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
regarding the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. We have noted the issues and concerns you raised about the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Because you voiced your concerns prior to the close of
the public comment period for the EIS, your comments will be forwarded to the appropriate
office for further action. The Guard is currently formulating responses to the issues you and -
other citizens raised during the public comment period. These responses will be contained in the
forthcoming Final EIS. We will ensure that you are on the mailing list to receive a copy of the

Final EIS. If you have any further questions upon your review of these materials, please contact
the Program Manager of the EIS at the address listed below:

Program Manager, Hardwood Range Expansion
ANG/CEVP

3500 Fetchet Avenue ,
Andrews AFB, Maryland 20762-5157

We trust the information provided is useful.

Sincerely

HEN D. BULL, Il

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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'MARLIN D. SCHNEIDER
State Representative
7T2nd Assembly Disinct

Office:

Stare Capitol

PLO. Box 8953

Madison, WL E3708

{608 266-0215

Fax: (608) 266-a953

Toll-iree: 1-388-529-0072

Email: Rep.Schncidend legis.state. wi.us

Home: AL
o B 54403 WISCONSIN STATE ASSEMBLY

(715) 4231223 ASSISTANT MINORITY LEADER

Member: -
UOMMINGE N ASSEMBL 1 PEIm e
Commuttee on Educainn

Fduwammal Communsanuons iloand
Commtige on Govermment (peranuns

St Committee on knformanon Polwy
Council on Informaton [ecnncnwy

kom | egrsiauve Cuuncil

fmm Commutice on Legrsiauve Oirgamzannen
jovm Survey Commitice <p Reurement S g
Commutree on Rules

Comemitiee on Rurl \ifrs

State Caprtoi and Exsvctive Residence Sours
Jomnt Survey Commutiee on Tax Svemouens
Commutiee on Vetesans ang Miiwary Afnry
Natonal Conference 7 State Legisiaires
Cuouncil of Sute Govermems

November 25, 1997

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Maleski-
9821 64" Street, S.
Wisconsin Rapids, Wl 54484

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Maleski:

Thank you for your recent letter urging me to vote against the Hardwood
Range Expansion. | _—

| understand your concemns in this very important matter. However, this is an
issue that is before Congress and | will not have an opportunity to.vote on it. |
am taking the liberty of forwarding your letter to U. S. Senator Herb Koht so that
he will be aware of your views on this issue. '

Again, thank you for your letter. Hearing from concermned citizens is always
helpful to me as a legislator, so please don't hesitate to contact me whenever
issues of special concem to you are before the State Legislature.

Sincerely,

MARLIN D. SCHNEIDER
Assistant Minority Leader

mep/p

cc: Senator Herb Kohl
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY March 13, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mike and Marla Maleski
9821 64™ Street, South
Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 54494

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Maleski

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
regarding the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. We have noted the issues and concems you raised about the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Because you voiced your concerns prior to the close of
the public comment period for the EIS, your comments will be forwarded to the appropriate
office for further action. The Guard is currently formulating responses to the issues you and
other citizens raised during the public comment period. These responses will be contained in the
forthcoming Final EIS. We will ensure that you are on the mailing list to receive a copy of the
Final EIS. If you have any further questions upon your review of these materials, please contact
the Program Manager of the EIS at the address listed below:

Program Manager, Hardwood Range Expansion
- ANG/CEVP

3500 Fetchet Avenue
Andrews AFB, Maryland 20762-5157

We trust the information provided is useful.

Sincerely

HEN D. BULL, Il
Colonel, USAF
Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division
Office of Legislative Liaison
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R.S. BRAZEAU INC.
G(@z%’zal Lake Cranberrzes

P.O. Box 903, Wisconsin Rapids, WI. §4495-0903
(715) 887-4161 / Fax (715) §87-2090

November 21, 199.7

Senator Herb Kohl Faxed: 608-264-5473

Senator Russ Feingold Faxed: 608-828-1203
U.S. Senate -

Washington, D.C. 20510
Re: Hardwood I.Qanga Expansion
Dear Senators:

4 This letter is to help summarize the significant opposition to the Hardwood
Range Expansion. The EiS blatantly disregards the original intent of existing laws and
corresponding rules, e.g. County Forest Law, Wetland Protection, and Wildlife
Managememt. This neglect mekes our laws worthless and cultivates a total lack of trust
in our govemment! A long range plan consolidating milltary facilities on already
dedicated military and/or Federal lands would show prudent fiscal responsibility and
environmental stewardship and would help restore faith in our govemment system!

1t is unfathomabile to think that the Air National Guard and the inevitable
decisions makers could even consider expanding the Hardwood Range after we have
heard and seen unanimous opposition from the Wood County Board of Supervisors,
the Wisconsin Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce, the Marshfieid Area Chamber of
Commerce, the Ho-Chunk Nation, former Secretary of Ddenbo Melvin Laird, the
Wisconsin Wildlife Federation, the Central Labor Council of Wisconsin Rapids and
Vicinity, the Wisconsin Slate Cranberry Growers Association, the Town of Cranmoor,
the Common Council of the City of Wisconsin Rapids, Citizens Opposed to Range
Expansion (CORE), Citizens United Against Low Level Flights, the Conservation
Congress, South Weod County Airport, Central Wisconsin Reglonal Airport, St.
Joseph's Hospital in Marshfield, and affected private landowners! This incomplete list
represents most of Wood Countyl There has aiso been deep concem expressed for
the impact on endangered and threatened species by the Nafural Resources
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Senators Koh! and Feingold Page 2 of 2 R R Y -31 -1

Foundation of Wisconsin! What more evidence does the government need?

Many far reaching laws with greater impact on our déily homes and businesses
are created without nearly as much input. This is significantl Citizens need to know
that the democratic process works and that they can encourage responsible
government. Efficient national defense, yes...Range expansion in Wood and Juneau
County, NO! Please make a long term practical decision.

Singerely,

;
Mary Brazeau 8rown

cc.  Program Manager, Hardwood EIS ¢/o Faxed: 301-836-8001
Environmental Division -
Air National Guard CEVP
3500 Feichet Avenue d
Andrews AFB, MD 20762-5157
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

QFFWCE OF THE SECRETARY

March 13, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Ms. Mary Brazeau Brown

R.S. Brazeau, Incorporated

Post Office Box 903

Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin 54495-0903

Dear Ms. Brown

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
regarding the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion. In
addition, please be assured that the Guard is consulting the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service and the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources on threatened and
endangered species issues associated with the proposed expansion. The results of these
consultations will be included in the forthcoming Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

We trust the information provided is useful.

Sincerely

itz

STERHEN D. BULL, Ill

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Ms. Peg LaMartina
RR 2 Box 69
Garp Mills, Wisconsin 54631

Dear Ms. LaMartina

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concerning the Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.
The administrative record will serve as a source of information for any decision made with

regard to the proposed expansion.

We trust this information is useful.

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

March 13, 1998

Sincerefy .

HEN D. BULL, I

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Michael P. McCaffery
11666 Galvin Avenue South
Marshfield, Wisconsin 54449-8504

Dear Mr. McCaffery

The Honorable Herb Kohi, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.
The administrative record will serve as a source of information for any decision made with
regard to the proposed expansion.

We trust the information provided is useful.

HEN D. BULL, ITI

Coldnel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison
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———

_ 6 @09
Dear Seoacfon [eh( -

[ am writing to express my strong support for the Air National Guard and the proposed
Hardwood Range expansion and associated airspace actions.

The Air National Guard currently makes up over one third of the Air Force and this
number is expected to increase. 1 want the men and women serving this country to have
training opportunities that allow them to perform their military missions and return home
safely to their families, homes and Jobs. To do this, they need our support and training
opportunities that prepare them to perform at their best.

I'am a tax payer. [ want our government to operate as cost effectively as possible. [ also
believe we need a strong military for occasions when our interests are challenged. The
Air National Guard does both. They perform over 35% of the rissions with 18% of the
people and only 6% of the Air Force budget. They are training more intensely then ever
with the most technically advanced equipment available. They are citizens who work and
live in our communities as full time employees, and are members of the armed forces in
their spare time. Increasing reliance on the Guard for overseas operations makes local
training even more important as it helps reduce the need to take traditional members out
of the work force for training periods to other installations. Their commitment is
enormous and deserves our support.

Units that train in Volk Field managed airspace are flying in some of the most sensitive
areas of the world today. In the past year alone, the 185 Fighter Wing, Sioux City, lowa
and the 132 Fighter Wing, Des Moines, lowa spent month long rotations in the skies
over northern Iraq. This calendar year, Wisconsin's own 115 Fighter Wing will serve
two rotations enforcing United Nations sanctions in the skies over Iraq. Aircrews train to
perform these real world missions at Hardwood Range and in Volk Field managed
airspace. :

[ urge vou to support the e.;&pansion of Hardwood Range. The men and women who serve

this country with so much pride and dedication have earned and deserve that support.

Thank You.

/gzzhauﬂhbjﬁz_{sjaijdéc.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Thomas M. Talarek
4243 Lookout Terrace
McFarland, Wisconsin 53558-9730

Dear Mr. Talarek

The Honotable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letters
concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion,

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concemn. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.
The administrative record will serve as a source of information for any decision made with
regard to the proposed expansion.

We trust the information provided is useful.

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division
Office of Legislative Liaison
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I. ﬁim IRON COUNTY FORESTRY COMMITTEE
=r;—-&?~v«1-J!4;, '

606 Third Ave. North o ,.

Prone 561-2697 : i'[_’_- s ) Hurley, Wis 34534
17919798

Dear Friend,

{ have attached a copy of Iron County Board Resolution
§2290, which was passed by the Iron County Board of Supervisors
on December 17, 1997. I am sending this information to you as
directed by the Iron County Board, and the Iron County Clerk.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter, and please

' feel free to contact our office (715-561-2697, E-Mails
TOM-ICF@JUNO.COM) if you have ‘any questions or comments.

Sincerely,

Tom Salzmann °

Forest Administrator




RECOMMENDATION TO THE IRON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
SUPPORT OF HWOOD COUNTY BOARD IN THEIR OPPOSITION TO EXPANSION

OF THE AIR NATIONAL GUARD HARDWOOD BOMBING RANGE

RESOLUTION No. _2270 DATE (2/ /7 /97

WHEEREAS :

WHEREAS :

The U.S. Air National Guard has proposed an expansion of its’
gardwood Bombing Range from its’ present boundaries in Juneau
County onto 6000 acres of the Wood County Forest, and

The members of the Wood County Board of Supervisors have formally
expressed their oppesition to this proposed encroachment onto
their county foreat lands by the Air Naticnal Guard, and

Each of the 28 Wisconsin Counties who have county forests have
jnveated decades of time, and considerable financial rescurces
into the restoration of those forests for the benefit of their
counties, and the entire state; and it is essential to the
continued succeas of Wisconsin’s County Forest Program that those
counties retain ultimate control over their county forest lands,
and

A taking of Wood County Forest lands by the U.S. Government, which
is done against the wishes of the Wood County Board of Supervisors
would set a precedent that potentially threatens local control of

every county forest, now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Iron County Board of Supervisors do hereby place on

record their support of the Wood County Board of
Supervisor’s efforts to oppose expansion of the Air Wational
Guard’s Hardwood Bombing Range into the Wood County Forest,
and

BE IT FURTEER RESOLVED: That the Iron County Board of Supervisors do hereby

request of Iron County’s representatives in the

Pedoral and State Legislatures, Governor Tomxy Thompson,
and D.N.R. Secratary George Meyer that they support
County’s efforts to Oppose expansion of the Bardwood Bombing
Range into Wood County, and

BE IT FURTEER RESOLVED: That the Iron County Clerk is hereby authorized, and

directed to send copies of this resolution to all of the
above mentioned officials. ‘ :

IRON COUNTY FORESTRY COMMITTEE

THOMAS POPKO - CHAIR
MM
KENNETH LICHT

JAMES STRAND
KENNETH GENISOT
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Mr. Tom Salzmann

Forest Administrator

Iron County Forestry Committee
606 Third Avenue, North
Hurley, Wisconsin 54534

Dear Mr. Salzmann

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The administrative record will serve as a source of information for any decision made with
regard to the proposed expansion.

We trust the information provided is useful.

Colonel, USAF

Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division

Office of Legislative Liaison

1-158



. . . I
Tow LS o e

Senator Herbert Kohl . ' T
502 Hart Senate Office Building B T o
Washington, D.C. 20510-4903 °~ . . - . .. 0f 20 ARG 02
January 14, 1998 C | -

N30924 Trump Coulee Road

Taylor, WI 54659-8015

Dear Senator Kohl:

It has come to my attention that the;nir'National Guard, .
in Juneau County, Wisconsin, wishes to expand its Hardwood
Bombing Range by adding 7,100 adjacent acres. of Wood County
‘Forest Land. I am writing to ask your help in preventing
this from happening. D e AL e

1yt . "

' The Wood County Forest Land contains a great degree of j
biodiversity. The ANG would cut down and clear four square '
miles of forest, destroying valuable habit. :-There are also
many acres of healthy wetlands within in the desired area - -
which would be lost or compromised..:.:.'~f“a'fﬂw'« re

.The Draft Environment Impact Statement issued by the ANG
skims or dismisses the value of this area to wildlife. .In.
fact the Draft EIS is ?grossly_vague,'evasive7hqd_defidieﬁt
with factual information." From wetland  impact €o, . .- - .
contaminant disposal areas, to loss of recreational land and
ngustainable" forestry to the public. P AT T

-~ Nor does the ANG demonstrate that this ‘expansion of -
their bombing range i{s necessary. : It does stgte'that_the .
German Air Force will practice at ;his‘range;?*Not_g'?f*-%-; '
satisfactory need, in my opinion, to destroy 7,100 acres of -
‘U.S. land that is enriched with biodiversity! : There are o
numerous bombing ranges within the U,S..alone,'encompadsing a
wide variety of training terrain. Nor does the ANG .
demonstrate that it absolutely needs that particular:parcel_.'
of land. There is no need to the Air National Guard to .
destroy such an area as the Wwood County Forest Land! . = =
' pPlease, your help is vital in the effort to prevent the
ANG from expanding their Hardwood Bombing Range into the Wood
County Forest. This is not in the interest of "pational

_ security” or wartime needs. It is an unnecessary expansion

that should nqt be allowed to move forwardi

Sincerely, . e

Bammd Dotsen

bianna Brown’
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
’ WASHINGTON DC 20330-1000

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY March 17, 1998

SAF/LLP
1160 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1160

Ms. Dianna Brown
N30924 Trump Coulee Road
Taylor, Wisconsin 54659-8015

Dear Ms. Brown

The Honorable Herb Kohl, United States Senate, has asked that we respond to your letter
concerning the proposed Hardwood Range expansion.

The Air National Guard (Guard) appreciates your opinion and concern. Public input is
important to the Guard, and we use it in making decisions which may affect citizens who live in
areas where we conduct operations. Your correspondence has been forwarded to the appropriate
office for inclusion in the administrative record for the proposed Hardwood Range expansion,
The administrative record will serve as a source of information for any decision made with
regard to the proposed expansion. You have raised certain concerns about the need for the
proposed expansion and possible impacts to the environment. Generally speaking, the Guard
needs the Hardwood Range expansion in order to effectively train aircrews on tactics developed
for aircraft stationed in the region and deployed to Volk Ficld. As to the possible impacts to
recreation and the environment, the Guard anticipates little or no adverse impact to recreational
use of lands in the area of the proposed expansion. Furthermore, the Guard takes stewardship of
the environment very seriously. To this end, we are currently consulting with the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service and the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources to
address endangered and threatened species issues. The results of these consultations and a
complete analysis of other potential impacts on the human environment will be included in the
Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

We trust the information provided is useful.

STEPHEN D.BULL, Il
Colonel, USAF
Chief, Programs and Legislation
Division
Office of Legislative Liaison
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